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Presidents'  Letters 


her  reading  an  article  on  institutional 
transformation  by  Shirley  Ann  Jackson,  the 
President  of  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  I  have 
been  thinking  about  the  role  of  the  College  as  a  leader  in 
optometric  education.  There  actually  is  nothing  in  either  our 
Mission  Statement  or  our  Vision  Statement  that  makes  any 
claims  about  our  leadership.  In  our  Vision  Statement  we  do 
claim  to  educate  leaders  and  I  suppose  that  by  "seeking  to  be 
the  pre-eminent  college  of  optometry"  we  are  assuming  a 
leadership  obligation.  And  although  the  College  has  certain- 
ly been  an  innovator  in  a  number  of  areas  —  our  accelerated 
degree  and  international  programs  are  obvious  examples  — 
it  isn't  clear  that  even  those  programs  were  undertaken 
primarily  as  a  means  to  exercise  leadership  and  to  transform 
our  field. 

President  Jackson's  article  suggested  that  one  mark  of 
leadership  is  the  degree  to  which  the  institution  sets  the 
standard  and  the  agenda  for  education  in  a  discipline.  Does 
what  we  do  have  national  and  international  impact?  Are 
there  areas  of  optometry  that  are  essential  to  its  future  in 
which  we  are  badly  lagging  or  not  aggressively  pursuing? 
Because  we  have  limited  resources,  have  we  identified  areas 
of  current  activity  that  we  would  be  willing  to  change  or 
eliminate  so  that  we  can  concentrate  on  new  initiatives?  If 
there  are  external  barriers  to  essential  transformation,  have 
we  explored  how  we  can  overcome  them.'' 

In  his  acceptance  address  upon  the  receipt  of  an  honorary 
Doctor  of  Humane  Letters  degree  at  our  commencement  in 
May,  David  Marco,  the  president  of  Marco  Ophthalmic,  Inc., 
admonished  (however  gently)  the  profession  for  not  moving 
sufficiently  quickly  to  embrace  new  technology  that 


would  free  optometrists  from  "data  taking"  and  allow 
them  to  spend  more  time  analyzing  the  meaning  of  the 
findings  and  determining  how  best  to  meet  the  needs  of 
our  patients.  He  predicted  that  our  graduates  would 
increasingly  employ  technicians  for  many  of  the  measure- 
ment tasks  now  routinely  performed  by  most  O.D.'s  and 
that,  by  doing  so,  both  productivity  and  quality  of  care 
would  increase.  This  is  only  one  example  of  areas  of 
change  that  should  be  addressed  at  this  institution  and 
by  the  profession. 

The  College  is  currently  involved  in  a  significant 
planning  process  that  is  driven  by  a  renewed  focus  on 
community-based  patient  care  and  by  our  need  for  addition- 
al space  to  accommodate  our  growing  research  and  clinical 
programs.  We  need  to  include  in  that  planning  the  measures 
necessary  to  make  the  College  the  acknowledged  leader  in 
optometric  education  by  "setting  the  standard  and  rile 
agenda"  for  transforming  optometry.  In  the  fall  of  2003, 
I  will  convene  a  series  of  meetings  to  address  how  changes 
in  technology,  genetics,  demographics,  and  the  economy, 
among  other  things,  can  change  our  profession  and  how 
we,  as  an  institution,  can  lead  optometry  into  the  future. 
The  meetings  will  include  selected  representatives  from 
the  alumni  and  the  optometric  community. 


Ql.  Il~x  L-- 

Alan  Laird  Lewis  '65,  O.D.,  Ph.D. 
President 
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ear  Colleagues  and  Friends, 
The  Alumni  Association  wants  to  be  your 
voice  and  serve  your  needs  whether  you  are  a 
new  practitioner  or  seasoned  one.  We  also  want  to  facilitate 
your  connection  with  the  college  as  the  profession  and  college 
programs  continue  to  develop  to  meet  the  needs  of  an 
increasing  technological  society  and  health  care  environment. 

We  have  just  conducted  an  alumni  survey  and  thank 
those  who  responded.  We  have  been  able  to  learn  a  good 
deal  more  about  your  interests  and  priorities  and  I  will  high- 
light some  of  the  responses. 

We  learned  that  alumni  enjoy  the  reunions  planned  by 
the  college  and  ptefer  to  keep  them  in  the  fall  in  Boston. 
Some  traditions  are  best  the  way  they  are.  We  would  like  to 
grow  the  scholatship  raising  Dr.  Foster  Namias  Golf  tourna- 
ment. You  can  be  assured  there  are  no  scratch  golfers  in  the 
tournament.  All  are  welcome  to  play  and  have  a  good  time 
for  student  scholatships. 

We  learned  that  you  are  interested  in  graduate  educa- 
tion but  not  as  part  or  Reunion  weekend.  We  need  to  learn 
more  about  that  as  the  college  embarks  on  a  new  direction 
for  the  continuing  education  programs  it  offers  to  be  limited 
to  certificate  and  in  depth  courses  by  college  faculty. 

We  learned  you  want  us  to  develop  new  programs  and 
we  are  responding  in  numbers  through  our  new  by-laws  by 
maintaining  an  active  boatd  with  permanent  and  adhoc 
committees  with  active  board  directors  and  advisors  to 
provide  the  person-power  to  develop  and  maintain  new 
programs  from  ideas.  We  welcome  your  participation. 


We  learned  that  alumni  want  to  connect  with  students 
and  sponsor  programs  for  students.  Our  Mentor  program 
will  enter  its  third  year  in  the  fall.  We  invite  your  participa- 
tion for  a  growing  number  of  students  hoping  to  be  matched 
with  a  mentor. . .  particularly  those  from  less  populous  states. 

The  Alumni  Association  dues  continue  to  fund  the 
alumni  association  scholarship  and  the  emergency  loan 
program  for  students  who  experience  financial  emergencies. 
Also,  this  past  academic  year,  due  to  an  update  in  our  by- 
laws, all  students  became  student  alumni  association  members 
during  orientation  week.  We  hope  this  will  make  it  easier 
for  them  to  connect  with  our  graduates  and  keep  informed 
of  alumni  association  activities  particularly  those  for  students 
such  as  our  Career  Seminar  in  the  spring. 

This  fall  we  hope  to  be  more  connected  with  the 
Admissions  Department  to  help  with  attracting  interested 
and  qualified  candidates  to  The  New  England  College  of 
Optometry,  a  leader  in  didactic,  clinical  and  research  oppor- 
tunities for  potential  students.  We  encourage  interested 
alumni  to  contact  us  regarding  any  of  our  programs  or  if 
you  have  a  new  idea  you  would  like  to  share  and  develop 
with  us. 
Warm  Regards, 


Paulette  Demers-Turco  77,  OD,  FAAO 
Alumni  Association  President 
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Annual  Meeting  of  the  Corporation 

The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  held  its  annual 
meeting  on  May  30,  2003  and  elected  the  following  officers 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  this  term: 

Mr.  Norman  C.  Spector,  Chairman 
Dr.  Ronald  R.  Ferrucci  74,  Vice  Chairman 
Ms.  Cynthia  P.  Macdonald,  Treasurer 
Mr.  Francis  L.  DiMella,  Secretary 


Members  of  the  Corporation 

July  1. 2003  through  June  30. 2004 

Officers 

Michael  Taylor,  M.Ed. 

Norman  C.  Spector,  J. D., 

Paul  Taylor,  O.D. 

Chairman 

Richard  Wallingford,  O.D. 

Ronald  R.  Ferrucci,  O.D.,  Vice 

Chairman 

Corporators 

Cynthia  P.  Macdonald,  J. D., 

William  R.Baldwin, O.D. 

Treasurer 

Sylvio  L.  Dupuis,  O.D. 

Francis  L.  DiMella,  AIA, 

Philip  E.Friedman, O.D. 

Secretary 

Elaine  S.Garrett 

Trustees 

Howard  1.  Greenberg 

Myron  Allukian,  D.D.S.,  M.P.H. 

Carmine  A.  Guida,  O.D. 

Richard  C.  Angelone,  CPA 

Fernando  Hidalgo,  O.D.,  Spain 

Joseph  J. F.  Bickford,  O.D. 

Celia  Anne  Hinrichs,  O.D. 

Lester  M.Brackley.O.D. 

Robert  Honnors,  O.D. 

A.  Robert  Child,  O.D. 

California 

Paulette  Demers-Turco,  O.D. 
Matthew  Elgart,  O.D. 
Joan  M.Exford,  O.D. 
Rob  Fillion,  Student 
Representative 

Barbara  Kamens 

Marlene  Koslow 

David  Mills,  O.D. 

Norman  MacLeod 

Joseph  F.  Molinari.O.D.,  M.Ed. 

Carl  F.  Gruning,  O.D. 

Steven  C.  Nassoura,  CPA 

Brian  S.KIinger,  O.D. 

Joseph  Osmanski,  O.D. 

Colin  L  Leitch,  M.Div. 

Gerard  Phelan 

Alan  L.  Lewis,  O.D.,  Ph.D., 

Ronald  J.  Serra,  O.D. 

President 

Thomas  M.  Sheehan,  O.D. 

Shawn  Mahoney 

Solomon  K.  Slobins,  O.D. 

David  A.V.  Reynolds,  Dr.  PH. 

Irwin  B.  Suchoff,  O.D. 

Mary  K.  Scott,  O.D. 

Thomas  F.Terry,  O.D. 

Irwin  M.  Shwom,  O.D. 

William  R.Tolford,  O.D. 

Richard  N.  Small,  CPA 

William  E.Walch 

J.Wayne  Streilein,  M.D. 

Alison  BibbonsWard 

Board  of  Trustees  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  May. 

Dr.  David  Ferris  '66,  Retires  from 
the  Board  of  Trustees 

Dr.  David  Ferris  served  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  19 
years.  A  1966  graduate  of  the  College,  he  was  elected  as  a 
Corporator  in  1984.  In  1994  he  was  elected  as  a  trustee  and 
served  as  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  from  1997 
to  1999.  Most  recently.  Dr.  Ferns  has  been  instrumental  in 
the  long  range  planning  process  as  Chair  of  the  Institutional 
Planning  Committee  of  the  Board.  Dr.  Ferris  practices 
optometry  in  Rhode  Island,  has  been  active  for  many  years 
in  state,  regional  and  national  optometric  organizations, 
serving  as  president  of  the  American  Optometric  Association 
in  1986-1987. 

Norman  Spector,  Chairman  of  the  Board,  summed  up 
Dr.  Ferris'  service  to  the  College  when  he  stated  that:  "David 
has  been  an  outstanding  leader,  and  a  voice  of  passion  and 
vision  in  serving  as  chairperson  of  our  Institutional  Planning 
Committee.  He  has  been  an  exceptionally  able  member  of 
our  Executive  Committee  for  many  years.  We  will  miss  his 
wisdom  and  energy  and  can  only  wish  him  well  as  he  spends 
more  time  with  family,  with  other  professional  organizations 
and  hopefully,  on  the  golf  course." 
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New  England  Eye  Institute  Celebrates 
Excellence  at  its  Healthy  Vision 
Conference 

On  May  14,  2003  over  170  attendees  gathered  at  the  John  F. 
Kennedy  Library  to  enthusiastically  celebrate  the  first  annual 
Boston  Healthy  Vision  Conference  hosted  by  the  New 
England  Eye  Institute.  This  was  an  historic  day  for  the 
College  and  the  New  England  Eye  Institute  (NEEI).  This 
first  ever  community  event  marks  the  dawn  of  a  new  era  of 
public  awareness  and  community  support  for  the  mission  of 
NEEI,  Inc.  to  improve  the  visual  health  of  populations 
through  excellence  in  collaborative  and  community-oriented 
patient  care,  education  and  research. 

Special  guest  speakers  included  Dr.  Charles  Mullen  '69, 
the  70s  architect  of  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry's 
clinical  program,  Dr.  Pat  Cummings,  President  of  the  AOA, 
and  Dr.  Ed  Marshall,  Vice  Chair  of  the  American  Public 
Health  Association. 

Sally  Deane,  Chair  of  the  NEEI  Board  of  Directors, 
Barry  J.  Barresi  '77,  President  of  NEEI  and  Alan  Lewis 
'65,  President  of  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 


Dr.  Nicole  Quinn  views  poster  presentation  with 

Dr.  John  Whitener,  Director  of  Government  Relations  ■ 

Washington  Office  of  the  AOA. 


Attendees  are  welcomed  by  Sally  Deane,  Chair  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  New  England  Eye  Institute. 


all  offered  their  warm  welcome  to  the  representatives  of  over 
thirty  organizations  represented  at  the  conference.  It  is  this 
broad  organizational  base  of  support  that  is  generating  the 
renewed  spirit  of  growth  for  NEEI's  leadership  in  community 
visual  health  and  innovations  in  clinical  education. 

Talent  and  Professionalism  on  Display 

The  superb  poster  presentations  on  NEEI  collaborations  won 
universal  praise  by  Board  members,  organizarion  CEOs, 
medical  directors,  agency  staff  and  community  leaders.  These 
posters  were  evidence  to  the  world  of  health  care  leaders  in 
Boston  that  NEEI's  most  valuable  resource  is  the  talent  and 
professionalism  of  its  optometry  staff  and  affiliated  clinicians. 
Several  first  year  students  who  were  selected  to  represent 
their  classmates  with  poster  presentations  of  their  projects 
for  Dr.  Gary  Chu's  class  also  did  a  superb  job.  The  srudenr 
work  was  particularly  impressive  to  our  guests.  The  presence 
of  student  representatives  at  this  NEEI  event  was  a  great 
success.  Student  participation  in  the  conference  showed  the 
Boston  health  care  world  and  national  optometry 
leaders  that  optometry's  next  generation  being  educated  at 
NEWENCO  is  fully  committed  and  capable  to  excel  in 
caring  for  patients  and  communities. 
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Excerpts  from  Dr.  Charles  Mullen's 
Remarks  on  Community  Collaboration 

In  the  late  60s  and  the  eatly  70's,  The  New  England  College 
of  Optometry  decided  to  expand  and  enrich  the  clinical 
training  environments  to  which  its  students  had  access. 

We  knew  that  optometry  students  would  benefit  from 
health  care  environments  in  which  the  optometrist  was  one 
of  many  health  care  professionals  contributing  to  the  care  of 
the  patient. 

Inner-city  demographic  data  suggested  that  students 
would  have  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  care  of 
patients  with  serious  eye  and  vision  problems  unlike  the 
university  students  they  typically  examined  at  the  College's 
Kenmore  Square  Clinic. 

We  wanted  students  to  learn  in  a  quality  health  care 
environment  and  not  a  teaching  clinic  as  was  customary  at 
that  time.  Quality  clinical  training  could  only  be  achieved 
in  a  quality  health  care  setting. 

Coincident  with  our  educational  mission  was  a  commit- 
ment to  providing  eye  and  vision  care  services  to  inner-city 
residents  who  were  unable  to  meet  this  health  care  need  in 
their  own  communities. 

We  concluded  that  the  most  promising  scheme  for 
fulfilling  both  our  educational  and  community  service  objec- 
tives was  to  form  an  innovative  network  of  affiliation  with 
existing  health  car  centers.  Innovation  was  an  important 


element  in  the  development  of  the  clinical  network  as  it  is 
today  for  the  New  England  Eye  Institute. 

Bold  Leadership  Leads  to  Successful  Initiatives 

I  am  always  reluctant  to  single  out  individuals  for  fear  of 
omissions,  but  I  would  be  remiss  without  citing  the  bold 
leadership  of  a  few  who  were  responsible  for  the  success  of 
the  70's  community  eye  care  initiatives:  Health  Center 
administrators,  Jim  Hooley,  Dorchester  House,  Mel  Schovell 
and  Tris  Blake  of  the  South  End  Community  Health  Center 
and  Bob  Morgan  of  the  Dimock  Community  Health  Center 
in  Roxbury.  Bill  Baldwin,  President  of  the  New  England 
College  of  Optometry  for  granting  me  the  opportunity  to 
participate  in  the  development  of  the  clinical  network. 

The  oprometrists  who  were  willing  to  pioneer  a  new 
approach  to  interprofessional  collaboration:  faculty  from  The 
New  England  College  of  Optometry  —  Ralph  Levoy,  Jerry 
Selvin,  Matt  Garston,  Jeff  and  Neal  Nyman,  Cliff  and  Mary 
Scott  and  the  young  Barry  Barresi. 

And,  three  courageous  ophthalmologists,  David  Miller 
from  Beth  Israel  Hospital  and  Harvard  and  Marc  Richman 
and  Andre  Quamina  from  Boston  University,  who  believed 
in  the  new  model  and  were  committed  to  providing  compre- 
hensive eye  and  vision  care  to  the  community  health  center 
clients.  They  withstood  the  persistent  political  pressure  and 
the  new  optometric-ophthalmological  interactional  model 


Over  30  community  collaboration  projects  were  depicted  in  poster  display. 


Perspectiue 


Fall  2003 


Dr.  Ed  Marshall,  member  of  the  Board 

of  the  American  Public  Health  Association,  congratulates 

the  New  England  Eye  Institute  for  its  leadership 

in  community  health  improvement. 


was  implemented  at  the  South  End  and  Dimock 
Community  Health  Centers  and  the  Dorchester  House  for 
the  first  time  in  the  United  States.  Bold  leadership  was 
important  then  as  it  is  now. 

The  Importance  of  Effective  Collaboration 

The  common  element  that  emerged  throughout  the  develop- 
ment process  was  the  importance  of  effective  collaboration 
among  all  of  the  constituencies.  Community  health  center 
boards  and  community  advocacy  groups  at  first  were 
skeptical,  then  later  became  strong  supporters  of  the  effort. 
Their  support  was  critical  to  the  success  of  the  program. 

The  College  and  health  center  collaboration  soon  began 
to  develop  into  a  successful  story  of  mutual  respect  and 
aligned  missions.  These  were  the  key  ingredients  in  improving 
community  access  to  eye  and  vision  care  services  in  the 
1970s,  as  they  are  today. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  we  have  achieved  most 
of  our  clinical  development  goals  to  a  greater  degree  than  we 
ever  could  have  anticipated. 

Future  Goals 

A  new  level  of  innovations  and  collaboration  has  been  intro- 
duced in  the  21st  century  to  build  on  a  program  created  in 
the  70s. 


A  major  step  was  taken  last  year  by  the  New  England 
College  of  Optometry  by  reallocating  its  clinical  assets  into  a 
community  governed  organization.  Even  with  a  history  of 
over  30  years  of  collaboration,  much  work  is  still  needed  to 
be  done  to  truly  transform  the  New  England  Eye  Institute 
into  a  leading  community  services  organization  for  Greater 
Boston  and  a  model  for  other  cities  around  the  country. 
Several  challenges  can  be  identified. 

•  Educational  programs  need  to  be  expanded  to  include 
trainees  not  only  in  optometry,  but  also  ophthalmology, 
medicine,  nursing,  and  other  health  care  professionals,  such 
as  occupational  therapists,  social  workers,  low  vision  and 
blind  rehabilitation  specialists. 

•  It  will  not  be  sufficient  to  provide  only  eye  ad  vision 
services,  for  the  New  England  Eye  Institute  needs  to 
embrace  a  community  oriented  approach  to  health  promo- 
tion and  prevention. 

•  The  new  organization  must  be  flexible  and  integrated  to 
truly  meet  the  public  need.  It  must  position  the  Institute  to 
meet  the  needs  of  special  populations  -  the  homeless,  the 
frail  elderly,  the  home  bound,  the  developmentally  disabled, 
the  severely  visually  impaired,  and  others. 

•  The  quality  ol  care  must  be  monitored  and  maintained 
with  appropriate  mechanisms  and  oversight. 


Dr.  Barry  Barresi,  President  of  the  NEEI  and  Pat  Cummings, 

President  of  the  American  Optometric  Association 

confer  on  the  ongoing  cooperation  between  the  AOA 

and  NEEI,  including  NEEI's  support  for  the  Healthy  Eyes 

Healthy  People  initiative. 
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Rita  and  Dr.  Charles  Mullen  with  President  Alan  Lewis. 

•  And,  development  efforts  need  to  be  aggressive  in  seeking 
the  necessary  operating  and  capital  funds  to  support  the 
Institute. 

In  Conclusion 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  conclude  with  a  few  observations 
based  on  my  many  experiences  in  interprofessional  collabora- 
tion that  could  be  applied  to  the  New  England  Institute. 

The  key  ingredients  in  any  successful  collaboration  are 
mutual  respect  and  aligned  missions.  Careful  planning  must 
precede  innovation  and  boldness  tempered  by  fiscal  reality. 

There  are  few  cities  better  positioned  than  Boston  to 
achieve  excellence  in  collaboration  to  meet  the  pubic  need  in 
eye  and  vision  cate  services,  in  health  professions  education, 
and  health  promotion  and  prevention. 

I  urge  the  many  collaborators  in  this  new  initiative  to 
reflect  on  the  approaches  and  successes  of  a  few  bold  individ- 
uals who  in  the  70s  were  willing  to  take  risks  of  new  pro- 
grams and  innovative  approaches  and  apply  the  same  persis- 
tence, commitment  and  risk  taking  to  the  New  England  Eye 
Institute. 

Thank  you  for  remembering  me. 

—  Dr.  Charles  Mullen 
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International  News 


The  Center  of  International 
Advancement  in  Optometry  (CIAO) 

Dr.  Alan  Lewis  attended  the  gala  celebration  of  the  40th 
Anniversary  of  Fachhochschule  Aalen  (Aalen  University  of 
Applied  Sciences)  in  Germany  on  May  8-11,  2003  where  he 
presented  an  invited  address  as  the  representative  of  Aalen's 
affiliated  universities  in  North  and  South  America.  Faculty 
from  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  provides  bio- 
logical science  and  advanced  optometry  courses  in  Aalen's 
Masters  Degree  program  for  graduate  optometrists. 

Master  Program  -  University  of  Aalen 
In  June,  eight  students  from  the  University  of  Aalen 
participated  in  a  Summer  Program  in  Boston.  This  two 
week  program  has  included  lectures,  workshops,  clinical  and 
surgical  observation,  and  an  overview  of  how  optometry  is 
practiced  in  the  U.S. 


The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  is  in  the  final 
phase  of  teaching  for  the  Master  Program  (Vision  Science 
Component).  Enrolled  students  are  full  time  practicing 
optometrists  in  Germany  and  Switzerland.  The  teaching 
component  will  be  completed  in  the  fall  of  2004.  Faculty 
who  have  provided  instruction  in  Germany  over  the  past 
year  have  included  Kathleen  Krenzer  '90  (Ocular  Anatomy 
and  Systems  Pathology)  Debora  Nickla  (Histology)  and 
Srinivas  Natrajan  (  Physiology  and  General  Pharmacology) 
Bina  Patel,  Joanne  Caruso  '94,  Jin  Jong  Chung  '94, 
Laureen  Kirkness  '94,  Clifford  Scott  '68  and  Fernando 
Hidalgo  '87,  Introduction  to  Ocular  Disease,  and  Ocular 
Pharmacology,  Diane  Adamcyzk  (SUNY  faculty). 

China 

The  second  student  to  complete  the  Master  of  Science- 
Doctor  of  Optometry  degree,  Chen  Shihao  was  awarded  the 
MS  OD  degree  in  May.  Chen  completed  his  undergraduate 
education  in  Clinical  Medicine  in  1996  at  Zhejiang  Medical 
University,  and  obtained  his  Master  in  Science  in  1999  from 
Wenzhou  Medical  College. 

Spain 

In  the  early  summer,  twelve  of  the  current  students  enrolled 
in  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  program  presented  in 
conjunction  with  the  Centro  Boston  de  Optometria  y 
Oftalmologia  in  Madrid,  Spain  participated  in  a  ten-day- 
long program  in  Boston  designed  to  give  them  exposure  to 
patient  care  as  practiced  by  US  optometrists  through  a 
series  of  hands-on  workshops,  interactive  classes  and  clinical 
observations. 

This  program  was  developed  in  1997  to  allow  Spanish 
practitioners  to  augment  their  current  training  and  permit 
them  to  remain  competitive  in  the  future.  As  stated  by  Dr. 
Fernando  Hidalgo  '87,  Director  of  Centro  Boston,  Madrid, 
Spain,  "This  joint  venture,  between  two  institutions  in 
separate  countries,  provides  unique  education  and  a  better 
perspective  of  modern  optometry  to  the  optometrists  of  Spain". 
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Drs.  Bina  Patel,  Nancy  Carlson  and  Dan  Kurtz  at  the  ALDOO  Conference  in  Ecuador. 


Ecuador 

Dr.  Nancy  Carlson  77,  Dr.  Daniel  Kurtz  '82  and 
Dr.  Bina  Patel  were  invited  to  lecture  at  the  Association 
da  Latin  American  Optometry  and  Opticians  (ALDOO)  in 
February  2003  in  Quito,  Ecuador.  In  addition  there  was  a 
day  discussion  on  formation  of  an  association  for  colleges  of 
Optometry  in  Latin  America.  The  association  is  now  in  the 
planning  stages  ALDOO  is  moving  to  further  develop  a 
constitution  and  membership. 

Italy 

This  summer  the  first  students  from  the  most  recent 
Cooperative  Agreement  with  the  University  ot  Milan 
were  in  Boston  for  a  one  week  audit  program  at  the 
end  of  July.  The  students:  Luca  Benzoni,  Simone 
Santacatterina  and  Renzo  Velati,  participated  in  a 
variety  of  activities  including  clinical  observation  in 
both  Neighborhood  Health  Centers  and  Veterans 
Hospitals  and  observation  in  the  areas  of  Contact 
Lenses  and  Binocular  Vision  and  Ocular  Disease. 
We  look  forward  to  many  more  of  these  student 
audits. 


South  Africa 

In  fune  2003,  an  agreement  was  signed  with  the  Graduate 
Institute  of  Optometry  and  The  New  England  College  ot 
Optometry  to  deliver  1  modules  ot  coursework  towards  the 
Certificate  ol  Advance  of  Study  (CAS)  in  therapeutic  phar- 
macology application.  South  Africa  has  obtained  diagnostic 
pharmacology  application  privileges  for  those  practitioners 
having  completed  (CAS)  course  work.  It  is  the  wish  that 
with  practitioners  completing  the  CAS  in  therapeutics  the 
i  hange  in  legislation  can  be  motivated.  As  the  saying  goes 
"educate  and  then  legislate." 


Drs.  Alberto  Benzoni  and  Alessando  Borghesi,  Dean  at  the 

University  of  Milan,  meet  with  Drs.  Joanne  Caruso  and  Rossella  Fonte 

to  discuss  the  areas  of  cooperation  between  the  University  of 

Milan  and  NEWENCO. 
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Elizabeth  Hoppe 


Elizabeth  Hoppe:  New  Associate  Dean 
of  Academic  Affairs 

Dr.  Elizabeth  Hoppe  joined  the  College  Community 
this  summer  as  the  Associate  Dean  for  Academic  Affairs. 
Dr.  Hoppe  brings  a  wealth  of  expertise 

and  skills  to  this  academic  leadership 
position.  The  Associate  Dean 
will  be  responsible  for  providing 
leadership  tor  the  educational, 
research  and  international 
missions  of  the  College. 
Dr.  Hoppe  received  her  O.D. 
degree  from  Ferris  State  University  in 
1988,  completed  a  one-year  Residency 
in  Vision  Rehabilitation  at  the  West 
Haven  VA  Medical  Center,  received  her  MPH  at  Yale 
University  and  was  awarded  the  Doctor  in  Public  Health 
degree  from  the  University  of  Michigan  in  1999- 

Dr.  Hoppe  has  been  on  faculty  at  the  Southern 
California  College  of  Optometry  (SCCO)  since  1990  and 
currently  holds  the  rank  of  Professor.  Among  her  admin- 
istrative roles  while  at  SCCO,  Elizabeth  has  served  as 
Coordinator  of  the  Foothills  Center  for  the  Partially  Sighted, 
Director  of  Outreach  Clinical  Programs  and  Director  of 
Outcomes  Assessment.  Elizabeth  is  very  active  nationally 
and  has  published  on  issues  in  public  health,  vision 
rehabilitation  and  outcomes  assessment. 

David  E.  Wilber:  New  Vice  President 
for  Institutional  Advancement 

David  E.  Wilber  joined  the  College  on  March  31st  as 
Vice  President  for  Institutional  Advancement.  Mr.  Wilber 
comes  with  an  impressive  background  in  alumni  affairs, 
development,  and  fund  raising  in  both  higher  education  and 
health  care.  He  has  served  as  Associate  Vice  Chancellor  for 
Development  at  UMASS-Amherst,  directed  capital  cam- 
paigns at  Tufts  Medical  School,  Clark  University  and  the 
College  of  the  Holy  Cross.  He  held  the  position  of  Director 
of  Development  and  Alumni  Affairs  at  Rhode  Island  School 
of  Design  and  was  a  major  gifts  officer  at  the  Mass.  Eye  and 
Ear  Infirmary. 


As  Vice  President,  he  will  create  and  implement  a  plan 
to  support  the  Advancement  Office's  mission  to  promote  the 
College  and  the  New  England  Eye  Institute  and  support 
their  educational  and  clinical  programs  by: 

•  Raising  funds  for  rhese  programs 

•  Cultivating  alumni  and  friends,  regarding  them  as 
potential  donors  as  well  as  members  of  an  important  and 
influential  support  group. 

•  Promoting  the  College  and  NEEI  to  the  general  public 
in  a  way  that  calls  attention  to  educational  quality  and 
commitment  to  the  community  in  promoting  public 
awareness  of  eye  care. 

Throughout  the  fall,  David  will  be  meeting  with 
alumni  and  friends  to  gain  a  better  understanding  of  their 
interests  in  the  College  and  NEEI.  He  is  looking  forward 
to  meeting  members  of  the  NEWENCO  community. 

National  Institute  of  Health  Grant 

The  College  has  received  a  five  year,  $750,000  mini-core 
grant  for  the  National  Institute  of  Health.  This  grant 
will  allow  the  College  to  enhance  its  resources  in  support  of 
our  research  efforts.  The  grant  is  divided  into  two  modules: 
1)  support  for  a  Biosratistician,  and  2)  support  for  the 
development  of  the  college's  "imaging"  capacity  through 
both  personnel  support  and  capital  equipment  acquisition. 

The  success  of  the  core  grant  was  due  to  the  collabora- 
tive efforts  of  our  research  faculty.  However,  special  recognition 
must  be  given  to  the  leadership  team  of  Drs.  David  Troilo, 
Dick  Held,  Jane  Gwiazda,  Nancy  Coletta  and  Frank 
Thorn'  80.  Dr.  Troilo  is  the  Principle  Investigator  for  the 
grant,  while  Dr.  Gwiazda  and  Dr.  Coletta  will  serve  as  the 
coordinators  for  the  Biostatistics  and  Imaging  modules 
respectively. 

In  a  period  during  which  budgets  in  Washington 
are  being  tightened,  it  demonstrates  the  support  the  College 
now  has  from  the  National  Eye  Institute  as  we  look  to 
continued  growth  in  our  research  efforrs. 
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Faculty  News 


Richard  Jamara 


Faculty  Promotions  and  Awards 

The  College  is  proud  to  announce  the  promotion  ot 
Richard  J.  Jamara  '80  as  a  tenured  member  of 
the  faculty  and  Drs.  Steven  B.  Koevary  and 
David  Troilo  have  been  promoted  to  rank  of  professor. 

Richard  Jamara,  O.D.,  FAAO  joined  the 
faculty  in  1995,  having  previously  held 
numerous  hospital  and  clinical 
appointments.  Dr.  Jamara  has  been 
instrumental  in  enhancing  the  low 
vision  program  at  the  College  and 
NEEI  and  chaired  the  Curriculum 
2010  task  force.  Dr.  Jamara  has 
twice  been  the  recipient  of  the  Namias 
Teaching  Award  for  superior  classroom 
teaching.  Dr.  Jamara  research  interests 
include  measuring  quality  of  lite  after  the  intervention  of 
low  vision  rehabilitation.  Dr.  Jamara  graduated  from  the 
College  in  1980  and  completed  his  undergraduate  education 
in  1974  from  the  University  of  Massachusetts,  Amherst 
Steven  B.  Koevary  has  been  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Professor.  Dr.  Koevary  received  his  Ph.D.  in  Biomedical 
Sciences  from  Mount  Sinai  School  of  Medicine  of  the  City 
University  of  New  York  in  19S2,  and  then  served  as  a  post- 
doc  and  assistant  professor  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts 
Medical  School  and  Diabetes  Research  Center.  He  joined  the 
full-time  faculty  in  1992  as  an  Associate  Professor  of  Immun- 
ology and  was  awarded  tenure  in  1997.  Dr.  Koevary  is  the 
Instructor  of  Record  for  NeuroAtiatmiiy  and  Immunology  and  is 
also  the  new  Chair  of  the  Department  of  Biomedical  Sciences 
and  Disease. 

Dr.  Koevary  is  the  college's  primary  liaison  with  the 
Lion  Eye  Research  Fund.  He  has  published  his  work  exten- 
sively and  has  written  an  ocular  immunology  text  specifically 
written  for  the  optometry  student,  which  has  been  well 
received  and  adopted  for  use  at  other  teaching  programs. 

David  Troilo  has  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Professor.  Dr.  Troilo  received  his  Ph.D.  in  Biology  from 
City  University  of  New  York  in  1989,  and  followed  that 
with  postdoc  positions  at  Oxford  and  Cornell  Universities. 


He  joined  the  full-time  faculty  in  1994  as  an  Associate 
Professor  and  was  awarded  tenure  in  1998.  Dr.  Troilo  teaches 
the  first  year  sequence  in  histology  and  physiology,  and  is 
also  the  Director  of  Graduate  Education. 

Dr.  Troilo  has  recently  been  invited  to  join  the  national 
panel  that  will  derive  the  next  National  Eye  Institute  five- 
year  plan  for  vision  research.  He  also  served  as  principal 
investigator  ot  the  mini-CORE  grant,  and  has  a  prolific 
record  of  scholarly  work. 

Erik  Weissberg  has  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Associate  Professor.  Dr.  Weissberg  received  his  O.D.  from 
The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  in  1997,  and 
immediately  began  a  post-graduate  residency  in  Pediatrics/ 
Binocular  Vision  through  the  College's  residency  program. 
He  joined  the  full-time  faculty  in  1998,  and  is  a  primary 
instructor  in  the  course  Development,  Strabismus  &  Amblyopia. 
Dr.  Weisslxrg  serves  as  the  pediatric  and  binocular  vision 
consultant  with  various  community  health  centers,  and  is 
the  preferred  binocular  vision  specialist  for  patients  referred 
from  the  Eye  Clinic  at  MIT.  He  has  also  worked  with  the 
Special  Olympics  and  with  the  Volunteer  Optometric 
Services  to  Humanity  (VOSH)  in  Nicaragua. 


Marjorie  Rah 
Dupuis  Pellerin  Recipient 


Congratulations  to  Marjorie  Rah,  O.D.  who 
is  the  2003  recipient  of  the  Dupuis  Pellerin 
Award  for  Faculty  Excellence.  The  award  is 
granted  annually  to  a  member  of  the  faculty  whose 
peers  feel  has  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  the 
College,  its  educational  mission,  or  the  profession  of 
optometry  during  the  past  year. 
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Dr.  Erin  Weissberg  is  presented  with 
the  Carroll  Martus  Award. 


Dr.  Maureen  Hanley  is  presented  with 
the  Foster  Namias  Award. 


Faculty  Awards 

Maureen  Hanley  '81  was  presented  the  Foster  Namias 
Award  by  the  Class  of  2003  in  recognition  of  her  superior 
classroom  instruction,  outstanding  service  to  students  and 
knowledge  and  expertise.  Erik  Weissberg  '97  was  presented 
the  Carroll  Martus  Award  by  the  Class  of  2003  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  superior  clinical  instruction,  outstanding  service 
to  students.  The  awards  were  presented  at  the  commence- 
ment dinner  on  May  30,  2003  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

The  College  Welcomes  New  Faculty 
In  the  2003-2004  Academic  Term 

Melissa  Suckow,  O.D. 

Dr.  Suckow  joins  the  faculty  as  a  tenure-track  Assistant 
Professor  of  Optometry.  Melissa  is  a  member  of  the 
Department  of  Specialty  and  Advanced  Care  and  serves 
within  the  Pediatric  and  Binocular  Vision  Service  of  the 
New  England  Eye  Institute.  Melissa  is  one  of  our  own 
having  graduated  from  the  College  with  her  O.D.  in  2002 
and  has  just  completed  the  College's  Residency  in  Pediatric 
Optometry.  As  a  student  Melissa  received  a  number  of 
awards  and  already  has  several  publications  to  her  name. 


Constance  S.  Lee,  O.D. 

Dr.  Lee  joins  the  College  full-time,  as  a  non-tenure  track 
Assistant  Professor  of  Optometry.  Dr.  Lee  will  be  serving  as 
the  Director  of  the  Eye  Clinic  at  the  North  End  Community 
Health  Center  and  will  be  a  member  of  the  Department  of 
Community  Care  and  Public  Health.  Connie  will  also  be 
involved  in  other  clinical  teaching  venues  and  participate  in 
laboratory  instruction.  Connie  is  a  1 998  graduate  of  rhe 
College  and  since  then  has  been  involved  in  providing  tertiary 
eye  care  to  geriatrics  patients,  participated  in  private  practice 
and  has  been  a  part-time  member  of  the  faculty  providing 
eye  care  at  the  Joseph  Smith  Health  Center  as  a  NEEI  provider. 

Manish  Shah,  O.D. 

A  2002  graduate  of  the  College,  Dr.  Shah  recently  complet- 
ed his  Residency  in  Primary  Care/Ocular  Disease  with  the 
VA  Boston  Healthcare  System,  Brockton.  Dr.  Shah  is  being 
appointed  as  a  full-time,  non-tenure  track  Assistant 
Professor  of  Optometry.  Manish  will  be  a  member  of  the 
Department  of  Community  Care  and  Public  Health  and  a 
member  of  the  New  England  Eye  Institute  staff.  Manish  will 
spend  the  majority  of  his  time  in  our  clinical  education  pro- 
gram through  the  NEEI  and  affiliated  health  centers. 
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Alumni  Hems 


Low  Vision  Expert  Dr.  Eli  Peli  '83 
Named  First  Moakley  Scholar  in  Aging 
Eye  Research 

Senator  Edward  M.  Kennedy  and  Congressman 
Michael  Capuano  joined  the  Schepens  Eye  Research 
Institute  in  honoring  the  memory  of  a  champion  of 
eye  research  —  the  late  Congressman  Joseph  Moakley  on 
April  14.  At  the  event,  Newton  resident  and  world-class, 
low  vision  expert  Eli  Peli,  MSc,  OD,  was  named  the  first 
Moakley  Scholar  in  Aging  Eye  Research,  and  a  portrait  of 
the  late  congressman  was  unveiled  and  dedicated. 

"Dr.  Peli  is  the  perfect  choice  for  rhe  first  Moakley 
Scholar  in  Aging  Eye  Research,"  according  to  J.  Wayne 
Streilein,  MD,  president  of  Schepens  Eye  Research  Institute. 
A  senior  scientist  at  Schepens  Eye  Research  Institute  and 
recenrly  appointed  professor  of  ophthalmology  at  Harvard 
Medical  School,  Peli  has  dedicated  his  career  to  improving 
the  vision  and  quality  of  life  of  people  suffering  from  low 
vision. 

Peli's  principal  research  interests  are  in  the  area  of 
low  vision  rehabilitation.  Trained  as  an  engineer  and  an 
optometrist,  he  is  developing  and  testing  new  devices  to 
help  those  with  low  vision  to  function  better  in  their  daily 
lives.  For  instance  he  is  developing  and  testing  spectacle 
mounted  telescopes  and  other  devices  that  help  visually 
impaired  people  continue  driving  safely,  new  television  mon- 
itors with  improved  visibility,  head  mounted  cameras  and 
display  systems  to  improve  mobility  and  facial  recognition 
and  to  help  with  night  blindness. 


Peli  is  the  author  of  over  90  scientific  studies  and  holds 
five  US  patents.  He  is  also  the  author  of  the  book,  Driving 
with  Confidence,  A  Practical  Guide  to  During  with  Low  Vision. 

In  1976,  Peli  earned  his  B.Sc.  degree  from  Technion- 
Israel  Institute  of  Technology  (IIT),  Haifa,  Israel  (Electrical 
Engineering)  (cum  laude)  He  went  on  to  earn  a  M.Sc. 
Technion-Israel  Institute  of  Technology  (IIT)  (Biomedical 
Engineering)  in  1978  and  in  1983  he  obtained  an  O.D. 
from  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry,  Boston,  MA 
(Optometry). 

The  Schepens  Eye  Research  Institute  decided  to  com- 
mission the  portrait  and  create  an  endowed  chair  in  the  late 
Congressman  Joseph  Moakley 's  name  because  of  his  tireless 
efforts  to  obtain  federal  funding  for  innovative  multidiscipli- 
nary  eye  research. 

"Congressman  Moakley  was  a  true  hero  to  those  of  us 
who  are  searching  for  the  causes,  treatments  and  cures  for 
blinding  eye  diseases,"  says  Streilein,  president  of  Schepens 
Eye  Research  Institute.  "He  worked  relentlessly  to  make  sure 
that  funding  for  cutting-edge  sight-saving  research  was  not 
only  sustained,  but  enhanced,  even  when  the  stakes  were 
stacked  against  it.  Together  with  Senator  Ted  Kennedy  he 
inspired  others  in  the  Massachusetts  congressional  delegation 
to  join  this  mission,  and  his  inspiration  has  sustained  their 
dedicated  efforts  and  commitments  up  to  the  present." 

According  to  Donald  Korb,  OD,  who  was  Moakley 's 
oprometrist  for  30  years  and  helped  him  overcome  a  complex 
eye  condition  with  special  contact  lenses,  the  congressman 
took  up  the  eye  research  gauntlet  in  the  early  1980s. 


"Congressman  Moakley  was  a  true  hero  to  those  of  us 

who  are  searching  for  the  causes,  treatments  and  cures 

for  blinding  eye  diseases. . .  he  worked  relentlessly  to 

make  sure  that  funding  for  cutting-edge  sight-saving 

research  was  not  only  sustained,  but  enhanced,  even 

when  the  stakes  were  stacked  against  it." 

J.  Wayne  Streilein 


Eli  Peli  and  Senator  Edward  Kenney  unveiling  a  portrait  of 

the  late  Congressman  Joseph  Moakley  at  the  Schepens  Eye 

Research  Institute.  Dr.  Peli  was  named  the  first  Moakley 

Scholar  at  the  event. 
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Funding  for  the  National  Eye  Institute  was  in  jeopardy,  and 
Korb,  at  the  request  of  Charles  Schepens,  the  founder  of  The 
Schepens,  enlisted  Moakley's  help.  With  the  assistance  of  the 
House  Speaker  Tip  O'Neil,  Moakley  was  able  to  prevent 
reduction  in  NEI  funding  and  continued  his  advocacy  for  all 
federally  funded  medical  research  with  a  special  passion  for 
eye  research  into  the  1990s. 

In  1998,  when  an  opportunity  to  promote  multidisci- 
plinary  research  emerged  at  The  Schepens  Eye  Research 
Institute,  Korb,  who,  in  the  interim  was  named  a  trustee  of 
The  Schepens,  again  asked  for  Moakley's  help.  Between  1998 
and  2000,  Moakley,  in  his  search  for  additional  sources  of 
funding,  was  able  to  encourage  the  Department  of  Defense 
(DOD)  to  create  a  low  vision  research  initiative.  Through 
TATRC  (Telemedicine  and  Advanced  Technology  Research 
Center),  the  DOD  funded  a  Low  Vision  Research  Initiative 
that  enabled  Schepens  scientists  to  launch  a  multidiscipli- 
nary  research  program  that  evolved  into  The  Institute's 
Center  for  Research  on  the  Aging  Eye. 

Since  then,  funding  from  that  Moakley-motivated 
initiative  has  totaled  four  million  dollars  and  has  stimulated 
research  on  macular  degeneration,  glaucoma  and  other  diseases 
common  to  the  aging  eye.  Moreover,  a  srrong  relationship 
has  grown  between  The  Schepens  and  TATRC,  evolving 
into  a  Military  Low  Vision  Research  Center  of  Excellence. 

Schepens  Eye  Research  Institute  is  an  affiliate  of 
Harvard  Medical  School  and  the  largest  independent  Eye 
Research  Institute  in  the  world. 

Paul  Zerbinopoulos  '88,  Receives 
First  VISION  USA  Optometrist  Award 

In  June,  VISION  USA  announced  the  first  recipient  of  the 
VISION  USA  Optometrist  of  the  Year  Award,  Paul 
Zerbinopoulos,  O.D.,  of  North  Kingstown,  Rhode  Island. 

Through  VISION  USA,  the  American  Optometric 
Association  and  optometry  are  committed  to  providing  free 
exams  for  uninsured,  low-income  individuals  and  families, 
who  as  income  earners  may  not  qualify  for  government  aid 
or  private  health-care  assisrance.  The  award  recognizes  an 
individual  who,  as  a  volunteer,  has  not  only  been  a  long- 


Paul  Zerbinopoulos,  Vision  USA  Optometrist  of  the  Year, 
biking  to  raise  support  for  free  eyecare  services. 

standing  participant,  but  also  worked  tirelessly  to  promote 
the  VISION  USA  program  in  his  or  her  state. 

VISION  USA  honors  Dr.  Zerbinopoulos  over  7000  col- 
leagues for  his  extensive  work  and  promotion  of  the  VISION 
USA  program  within  his  state.  He  appeared  on  the  NBC 
Today  Show  with  an  eight-year-old  patient  who  was  diag- 
nosed with  an  extensive  detached  retina  during  a  routine  eye 
examination.  He  has  made  other  television  appearances  on 
Rhode  Island  television.  And  much  to  his  credit,  nearly  all 
of  the  140  Rhode  Island  Optometric  Association's  member 
optometrists  are  VISION  USA  Volunteers.  Last  year  he 
wrote  for  a  national  optometric  publication  encouraging 
other  optometrists  to  participate  in  VISION  USA. 

His  most  recent  contribution  to  the  Rhode  Island 
VISION  USA  program  was  last  summer's  8  mile  Mt. 
Washington  bike  race  in  New  Hampshire.  He  promoted  the 
program  by  wearing  the  VISION  USA  logo  on  his  racing 
shirt,  and  raised  more  than  $4,000  for  the  Rhode  Island  pro- 
gram offsetting  the  cost  of  eyeglasses  for  those  requiring 
spectacle  corrections. 

Dr.  Zerbinopoulos,  a  1988  graduate  of  NEWENCO 
serves  as  the  public  relations  director  for  the  Rhode  Island 
Optometric  Association.  Dr.  Zerbinopoulos  is  married  to 
Pamela  Blodgett,  OD,  also  class  of  88.  Dr.  Blodgett  is 
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immediate  past  ptesident  of  the  Rhode  Island  Optometric 
Association.  They  have  two  children  Brett  9,  and  Amanda, 
6.  Dr.  Zerbinopoulos  maintains  a  private  practice  in  North 
Kingstown  and  Wakefield,  Rhode  Island.  He  has  been 
involved  with  VISION  USA  for  the  last  15  years. 

Louis  Yale  Bardfield  '59:  Honoured 
By  The  Queen 

Dr.  Louis  Yale  Bardfield,  has  been  awarded  the  MBE 
(Member  or  the  Most  Excellent  Otder  of  the  British  Empire) 
in  the  Queen's  New  Year  honours  List. 
The  announcement  was  made  by 
His  Excellency  Governor 
Peter  Johnstone. 

The  award  is  for  Dr. 
Bardfield's  ophthalmic  ser- 
vices and  his  services  to  the 
Anguillian  community.  Dr. 
Bardfield  is  Managing 
Director  of  the  Anguilla  Vision 
Center  at  Geotge  Hill.  He  is  the 
founder  and  creator  of  Rotary  "Eye  Team"  which  performs 
tree  cataract  surgery  to  the  needy.  He  is  also  the  founder  of 
"Operation  Wheelchair"  which  provides  free  wheelchairs, 
crutches  and  walkers  to  those  needing  them.  In  addition  to 
his  practice,  he  serves  as  Vice  President  of  the  Anguilla 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Industry. 

Dt.  Bardfield  is  a  highly  respected  Optometrist  and 
well  known  educator.  He  received  his  B.S.  and  O.D.  degrees 
from  the  New  England  College  of  Optometry  and  has  been 
practicing  since  1959-  He  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  of 
the  college  from  I960  to  1975  and  served  as  Clinical 


Louis  Yale  Bardfield 


professor  of  Optometry.  He  specialized  in  the  field  of 
Contact  Lenses  and  was  the  past  Ditector  of  the  Contact  Lens 
Clinic  of  the  college. 

He  is  founder  and  past  president  of  Customs  Contact 
Lens  Lab  Inc.,  a  laboratory  engaged  in  the  manufactute  and 
sale  of  both  hard  and  soft  contact  lenses.  He  was  instrumental 
in  both  the  development  and  the  US  Government  (Federal 
Drug  Administration)  approval  of  the  Customs-Flex  soft 
contact  lens.  He  is  also  the  founder  and  past  ptesident  of 
Customs  Imports  Inc,  a  manufacturer  and  disttibutor  of 
optical  equipment  and  supplies. 

Dr.  Bardfield  is  the  past  president  of  the  Massachusetts 
Soi  iety  of  Optometrists  and  has  been  the  staff  Optometrist 
tot  the  Suffolk  County  Sheriffs  Department,  the  Tufts  New 
England  Medical  Center,  the  Massachusetts  Eye  and  Eat 
Infirmary  and  the  US  Medical  Service  Corp.  He  has  served 
as  consultant  and  investigator  for  several  large  contact  lens 
manufacturers  and  lias  been  the  Ditector  of  Professional 
Services  for  both  Ciba  Vision  Corporation  and  the  American 
Optical  Corporation. 

Dr.  Bardfield  is  a  member  of  the  American  Optometric 
Association,  the  Massachusetts  Society  of  Optometrists,  the 
Association  of  Military  Surgeons,  the  British  Contact  Lens 
Association,  the  National  Eye  Research  foundation,  the 
National  Academy  of  Sports  Vision,  the  International  Opto- 
metric and  Optical  League  and  the  Tokyo  Contact  Lens 
Research  Institute.  He  also  served  on  the  Boatd  of  Trustees 
of  the  New  England  Council  of  Optometrists  and  Chaitman 
of  the  Board  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  Society  of 
Optometrists. 

He  is  also  on  the  Boatd  of  Direcrors  of  the  American 
Optical  Company,  Eye  Care  Express  and  Caribe  Vision. 


Dr.  Bardfield  is  a  highly  respected  Optometrist  and  well  known  educator. 

He  received  his  B.S.  and  O.D.  degrees  from  the  New  England  College  of 

Optometry  and  has  been  practicing  since  1959. 
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Planned  Giuing  Program 


Plan  Your  Financial  Future...  find  Help  HEUIEHCO 


Managing  financial 
resources  for  current 
stability  over  the  past 
three  years  has  been 
a  difficult  task. 
Trying  to  manage 
retirement  assets  to 
guarantee  a  secure 
future  has  been  an 
even  greater  challenge. 
As  a  non-profit  orga- 
nization, The  New  England  College 
of  Optometry  offers  a  variety  of  charitable  annuity  and 
trust  investment  opportunities  that  can  provide  a  steady 
stream  of  income  together  with  tax  savings  and  a  chance 
to  give  back  to  the  institution  that  provided  your  profes- 
sional optometric  training. 


Selected  benefits  of  a  life  income  gift  can  include: 

•  Income  for  you  or  others  —  spouse,  children  or  parents 
—  for  life  or  a  period  of  years. 

•  "Unlocking"  income  from  assets  that  currently 
produce  little  or  no  income. 

•  Tax  savings,  including  deductions  on  current  income, 
reduced  capital  gains  taxes,  or  tax  free  retirement  income, 
depending  on  the  type  of  opportunity  you  select. 

Life  income  gifts  to  The  New  England  College  of 
Optometry  can  be  very  flexible  to  help  you  achieve  per- 
sonal, family,  financial  or  philanthropic  goals.  Call  the 
office  of  Institutional  Advancement  at  (617)  236-6285 
for  specific  information  on  these  opportunities. 


Name    _ 
Address 


City/State/Zip 
Phone  


Class/Year 


I  am  interested  in  learning  more  about  the  following  ways  to  help  the  College  and  receive  income  for  life: 

U  Gift  Annuity  D  Charitable  Remainder  Trust 

I — I  Pooled  income  CJ  I  have  included  the  college  in  my  estate  plans 


For  more  information  on  planned  gifts,  please  contact  David  Wilber, 
Vice  President  for  Institutional  Advaticement  at  61 71369-01 79. 


The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 
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Mentor  Alumni  Program  (AlAP)  Alumni  Questionnaire 

The  objective  of  this  program  is  to  strengthen  the  optometric  profession  by  developing  an 
early  and  strong  bond  between  student  and  practicing  alumni  via  inviting  alumni  to  serve 
as  personal  resources  of  information  and  as  sources  of  inspiration  to  current  students. 


Name/Class: 
Home  Address: 


City/State/Zip  Code 


Phone  Preferred  Email  Address: 

Place  of  Business: 


Business  Address: 
City/State/Zip  Code 
Business  Phone: 


TVpe  of  Practice:  Please  indicate  on  a  scale  of  one(1)  to  three  (3)  which  areas  best  represent  your  practice: 

Primary  Care  Managed  Health  Private  Solo  Practice 

VA  Hospital  Based  Low  Vision 

Behavioral/Developmental  Sports  Vision  Group  or  Multi 

Laser  Teaching  Other: 

What  is  your  preferred  telephone  number?  What  times  are  best  to  contact  you  as  a  mentor? 


How  did  you  learn  of  the  mentor  program  —  you  were  referred  by? 


Please  return  this  and  your  signed  guidelines  form  to  the  Alumni  Relations  Office. 
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Commencement  2003 


ongratulations  to  the  Class  of  2003!   The  College's  106th 
Commencement  Celebtation  was  held  on  May  31,  2003  at  the 
Boston  Patk  Plaza  hotel.  Over  1,000  guests  wete  in  attendance, 
joining  the  college  community  in  celebrating  this  milestone  for 
our  graduates.  The  ceremonies  were  presided  over  by  Dr.  Alan 
Lewis,  this  year's  keynote  speaker  was  Massachusetts  Attorney 
General  Thomas  Riley  and  the  Honorary  Degree  was  awarded 
to  David  R.  Marco  of  Marco  Ophthalmics. 


Cliff  Scott  presenting  The  New 

England  College  of  Optometry 

Clinic  Award  to  Sarah  Bouiais  at 

the  awards  reception  in  May. 


Richard  Jamara  presenting  the 

Asarkof  Award  to  Heather 

Bourdeau. 


Bao  Hoang  being  pinned  by  his  guest  at  the  com- 
mencement dinner.    The  pins  are  presented  to  the 
graduating  class  by  the  Alumni  Association  each  year. 


Rick  Price  presented  the  Student  Council  Award  by 
current  student  council  president,  Robert  Fillion,  ODIN. 


Perspectiue 


Fall  2003 


Geta  Chowdhary  and  Nilpa  Patel 

happy  that  the  hard  work  is  behind 

them  at  Commencement  dinner. 


Happy  graduates 


Alan  Lewis,  Barbara  and  Marcia  Kamens,  Terrance  Neylon 

gather  to  present  the  Hyman  R.  Kamens  award  at  the 

Scholarship  ceremony  in  May. 
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David  Marco 


David  A.  Marco,  Marco  Ophthalmic, 
Receives  Honorary  Degree 

David  A.  Marco  was  presented  with  the  honorary  degree, 
Doctor  of  Humane  Letters  from  the  New  England  College  of 
Optometry  during  its  109th  Commencement  Exercise  on 
Saturday,  May  31,  2003. 

David  Marco  is  President  and  CEO  of 
Marco  Ophthalmic,  Inc.,  a  leading 
developer  and  distributor  of  oph- 
thalmic equipment,  diagnostic 
instruments,  and  computetized 
products  used  by  the  eye  care 
professions.  A  graduate  of  the 
Stetson  University  School  of 
Business,  he  began  his  career  in  sales 
positions  for  Frontier  Contact  Lenses 
which  became  Vistakon  when 
acquired  by  Johnson  and  Johnson.  In  1981,  he  assumed  the 
leadership  of  Marco  Ophthalmic,  the  company  founded  by 
his  father,  Seymour  Marco.  Under  his  guidance,  the  compa- 
ny has  become  a  world  leader  in  supplying  state  of  the  art 
equipment  to  optometrists,  ophthalmologists,  and  opticians. 
In  addition  to  business  responsibilities,  Mr.  Marco  has  served 
on  Emory  University's  National  Council  of  Medicine,  has 
tepresented  Florida  to  the  White  House  Conference  on  Small 
Business,  and  has  chaired  the  Jacksonville  (FL)  Aviation 
Authority.  He  has  served  on  the  Boards  of  Bolles  High 
School,  The  River  Garden  Hebrew  Home,  and  the 
Jacksonville  Port  Authority. 

As  President  of  the  Seymour  Marco  Foundation,  Mr. 
Marco  quietly  established  what  has  become  the  single  largest 
source  of  regular  charitable  support  for  optometnc  educa- 
tion. Over  the  past  several  years,  the  Marco  Foundation  has 
distributed  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  schools 
and  colleges  of  optometry  in  support  of  programs,  scholar- 
ships and  equipment,  usually  in  the  form  of  a  ten  year  grant. 
The  New  England  College  of  Optometry's  Marco  Computer 
Learning  Facility  was  made  possible  by  such  a  gift.  Such  a 
program  is  unique  in  the  ophthalmic  industry. 


David  Marco  is  a  true  philanthropist  whose  commit- 
ment to  education  has  made  a  demonstrable  difference  in  the 
quality  of  optometric  training  programs  across  the  United 
States. 

Attorney  General  Tom  Riley  Keynote 
Speaker  at  Commencement 

Massachusetts  Attorney  General  Thomas  F.  Riley  was  pre- 
sented the  honorary  degree,  Doctor  of  Humane  Letters,  from 
The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  during  its  109th 
Commencement  Exercise  on  Saturday,  May  31,  2003. 

Throughout  his  career  as  a  lawyer  in  service  to  the  pub- 
lic, Tom  Reilly  has  forged  a  solid  record  of  fighting  for  the 
rights  and  safety  of  children.  This  concern  was  demonstrated 
with  clarity  when  his  successful  prosecution  of  an  au  pair  as 
the  District  Attorney  of  Middlesex  County  in  1997  brought 
to  the  nation's  attention  the  dangers  of  "Shaken  Baby 
Syndrome."  As  Massachusetts'  43rd  Attorney  General,  Tom 
Reilly  has  continued  his  protection  of  the  health  of  children 
and  all  consumers  in  his  relentless  battle  against  the  tobacco 
industry.  During  his  tenure  as  Attorney  General,  Tom  has 
won  important  victories  over  tobacco  companies,  which  has 
resulted  in  millions  of  dollars  being  funneled  into  the 
Massachusetts  budget  to  alert  child  ten  and  others  about  the 
dangets  of  smoking.  Tom's  administration  is  also  responsible 
for  the  creation  of  tougher  laws  designed  to  protect  children 
from  the  dangers  of  guns. 


Trustee  Ronald  Ferrucci  and  Attorney  General  Tom  Riley 
at  Commencement  2003. 
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As  optometrists,  we  serve  our  patients  as  an  integral 
part  of  a  vital  health  care  system.  Too  often,  there  are  problems 
and  inequities  in  this  system  which  can  potentially  harm  the 
health  and  welfare  of  the  public.  During  his  tenure,  Tom 
Reilly  has  fought  vigorously  for  reform  and  fairness  in 
Massachusetts'  health  care  system.  In  2000,  when  Harvard 
Pilgrim  Health  Care,  the  state's  largest  HMO  encountered 
financial  difficulty,  it  was  the  Attorney  General's  swift  and 
decisive  intervention  which  preserved  the  health  care  cover- 
age for  over  a  million  lives  and  which  ensured  that  their 
health  care  providers  were  paid.  All  of  this  was  accomplished 
in  such  a  way  as  to  allow  Harvard  Pilgrim  to  re-emerge  .is  a 
competitive  force  in  the  health  care  market. 

As  the  Attorney  General  of  Massachusetts,  Tom  Reilly 
has  committed  himself  to  providing  a  level  playing  field  for 
all  constituencies,  large  or  small,  rich  or  poor.  This  commit- 
ment to  fairness  is  particularly  reassuring  to  optometry  and 
to  other  health  professions  which  must  be  constantly  vigilant 
to  protect  their  role  in  the  health  care  arena,  and  to  ensure 
that  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  will  allow  us  to  serve 
the  public  at  the  highest  level  of  our  education  and  training. 
With  an  Attorney  General  who  is  not  afraid  to  fight 
inequities  and  injustices  wherever  they  may  exist,  the  health 
care  consumers  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  can 
rest  assured  that  in  Tom  Reilly  they  have  a  champion  who 
will  work  to  ensure  that  they  will  be  the  recipients  of  the 
finest  health  care  possible. 


uilar  with  family  members  at  the 
scholarship  ceremony. 


Graduates  Michelle  Tiu,  Vandhana  Sharda, 

DeAnne  Leonard,  John  Murray  Adams,  Baharek  Asefzedeh 

at  commencement  dinner. 


Trustee  Matthew  Elgart  and  Alumni  Advisory  Board  Director, 
Marcia  Green  at  the  Commencement  Reception. 
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3  Graduate  Degrees 


Doctor  of  Optometry 

John  Murray  Adams 

Mount  Pleasant, 

New  Brunswick,  Canada 
A/con  Award 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Michael  Robert  Adams 

Boston,  Massachusetts 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 
William  Feinbloam  Low 
Vision  Award 

Edgar  Castro  Aguilar 

El  Centra,  California 
Alumni  Association  Award 
Dr.  Hyman  R.  Kamens  Award 

Laura  J.  Ahn 

Houston,  Texas 

Jennifer  M.  Anders 

Elkton,  Maryland 

Philip  Michael  Arsenault 

Stoughton,  Massachusetts 

Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Vision  Service  Plan  Award 

Baharak  Asefzadeh 
Winchester,  Massachusetts 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Alison  Ann  Baikal 
Kensington,  Connecticut 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Kayla  B.  Baker 

Waltham,  Massachusetts 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 
Clinical  Scholars 
Research  Honors 

Judith  Melanie  Balberan 

Coquitlam,  British  Columbia 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Ajit  Bhoopchand* 

Western  Cape,  South  Africa 

Nokhram  Boodhoo 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Sarah  Ann  Boulais 
Danielson,  Connecticut 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 
The  New  England  College  of 
Optometry  Clinic  Award 


Heather  Anne  Bourdeau 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 
Asarkof  Scholarship 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 
Clinical  Scholars 
Escbenbach  Award  for 
Excellence  in  Low  Vision 

James  Brent  Brown 

Atlanta,  Georgia 
National  Optometric  Student 

Association 
William  C.  Barrett 

Memorial  Award 

Ebony  Yohari  Browne 

Decatur,  Georgia 

Mihai  Busuioc* 

Windsor,  Ontario,  Canada 

Jenette  Lynn  Cantrell 

Sarasota,  Florida 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Michael  D.  Carstens 

Saco,  Maine 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Michelle  Monica  Chan 

Cornwall,  Ontario,  Canada 

Gene  Chang 

Rosemead,  California 

Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Chester  Chen 

Brooklyn,  New  York 

Kai-May  Chen 

Poughkeepsie,  New  York 

Shihao  Chen 

Wenzhou,  Zhejiang,  China 

Chi-Ming  Cheung 

Hong  Kong,  China 

Geeta  Chowdhary 

Cambridge,  Massachusetts 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 
Advanced  Standing 

International  Program 
Scholastic  Achievement  Award 

James  Chuang 

Flushing,  New  York 

Christine  Aristea  Croker 

Gauteng,  South  Africa 


Weihua  Ding* 

Shenyang,  Liaoning,  China 

Sarah  Lindsay  Durant 

Manchester,  New  Hampshire 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Luke  Irabor  Esekheigbe 
Jamaica,  New  York 

Shirin  A.  Esmail 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Ifeoma  Lawretta  Ezeani 

Paulus  Verdes  Estate, 
California 

Christina  Farag 

Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada 

Brenda  Marie  Faulhaber 

Ocala,  Florida 

Katie  M.  Field 

Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 
Valedictory  Award  & 

Beta  Sigma  Kappa  Medal 

Micki  M.  Flynn 

Plattsburgh,  New  York 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 
Clinical  Scholars 
Ira  Schwartz  Behavioral 

Vision  Award 
Saliitatorian  Award 

Matthew  D.  Foley 

Newburyport,  Massachusetts 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Matthew  James  Francis 

Nashua,  New  Hampshire 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Eva  Fung 

Needham,  Massachusetts 

Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Marina  Furman 

Brighton,  Massachusetts 

Jessica  Pierce  Gage 
Orleans,  Vermont 

Deidre  Leah  Gallant 

Stephenville,  Newfoundland, 
Canada 

Maria  Glick 
Akron,  Ohio 


Martin  St.  John  Grimbly* 

Capetown,  South  Africa 

Nermeen  Hamza 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada 

Michael  Charles  Hans 

Dix  Hills,  New  York 

Erica  Lyn  Hill 

Pelham,  New  Hampshire 

Jane  Bucci  Hill 

Glocester,  Rhode  Island 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Bao  Huy  Hoang 

San  Diego,  California 

Matthew  John  Hochwalt 

Dayton,  Ohio 

Krister  L.  Holmberg 

Poulsbo,  Washington 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Nghi  Nina  Huynh 
Orange,  California 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Benito  A.  Jaramillo 

Battle  Mountain,  Nevada 

D.  Glen  Joseph 

Boca  Raton,  Florida 

Cheryl  DePaolo  Jost 

Milton,  Massachusetts 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Kristin  Schuster  Kenney 

Watertown,  Massachusetts 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 
Clinical  Scholars 
Vistakon  Award  of  Excellence 
in  Contact  Lenses 

Samala  M.  Khan 

Great  Falls,  Virginia 
Research  Honors 

Clara  D.  Kim* 

Los  Angeles,  California 

Douglas  Kim 

Orange  County,  California 

Penny  Kin 

Thornhill,  Ontario,  Canada 

Josephus  Knight  Jr. 

Flint,  Michigan 


^ 


Perspectiue 


Fall  2003 


Nina  Kriel 

East  London,  South  Altica 

Benh  Lam 

El  Monte,  California 

Jacob  Raymond  Lang 
Glenwood,  Minnesota 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 
Clinical  Scholars 
RGP  U-ns  Institute  Award 
Vision  Service  Plan  Award 

Carolyn  Le 

Daly  City,  California 

DeAnne  Elaine  Leonard 

Worcester,  Massachusetts 

Ramonica  Lewis 

McCombs,  Mississippi 

Dennis  J.  Lin 

Monterey,  California 
Class  of  1969  Scholarship 

Ting  Liu* 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 
Will/am  R.  Baldwin  Scholastic 
Achievement  Award 

Fan  Lu 

Zhejiang,  China 

Andrew  Hoa  Ly 

New  Britain,  Connecticut 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Reid  Isao  Mamiya 
Anaheim  Hills,  California 

Jenny  Hiu-Chiu  Mar 

Flushing,  New  York 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Lance  Earl  McNaughton* 
Edmonton,  Alberra,  Canada 

Matthew  Joseph  Modderno 
Staten  Island,  New  York 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 
College  oj  Optometrists  in 
Vision  Development 

Katherine  D.  Moellendorf 

Kent,  Washington 

Allon  Nejatheim 
Great  Neck,  New  York 


Gina  M.  Nepomuceno 
Forked  River,  New  Jersey 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Khuong  An  Nguyen 
Worcester,  Massachusetts 

L'yen  Tran  Nha  Nguyen 
Fresno,  California 

Joseph  P.  O'Brien 

Allston,  Massachusetrs 

Esther  Sung-hee  Ohn 

Modesto,  California 

Sukumar  Pandit 
Triadelphia,  West  Virginia 
Clinical  Scholars 

Hanna  Yemimi  Park 

Austin,  Texas 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Nilpa  Patel 

Wilmington,  North  Carolina 

Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Nimali  Subodh  Patel 
Wayne,  New  Jersey 

Nisha  Patel 

Pinner,  Middlesex, 
United  Kingdom 

Tanvi  Dinesh  Patel 
Houston,  Texas 

Jodee  A.  Perretta 

Mechanicville,  New  York 

Hannah  Ngoc-Ha  Pham 
Cypress,  California 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Thien  Chu  Pham 

Salinas,  California 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 
Marchon  Eyewear  Practice 
Management  A  u  an/ 

Dana  Yenlan  Phan 

Garden  Grove,  California 

Susan  J.  Pietz 

Mitchell,  South  Dakota 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Richard  S.  Price 
Webster,  New  York 


Beta  Sigma  Kappa 
Dr.  Edward  J.  Troendle, 
Jr.  Award 

Michael  Aaron  Purdy 
Irwin,  Ohio 

Galina  A.  Rabkin 

Brookline,  Massachusetts 

Amy  S.  Roan 

Mai t land,  Florida 

Theadora  Rossi 
Hamden,  Connecticut 

Blair  Gregory  Seelhammer 
Moorhead,  Minnesota 

Vandhana  Sharda 

Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 
Research  Honors 

Mi-Jeong  Shin 

Anchorage,  Alaska 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Kuljeet  Singh 

Edmonton,  Alberra,  Canada 

Rajni  Singh 

Brookline,  Massachusetts 

F.  Dole  Smith  Ait  aid 

Paul  Louis  Sonenblum 
Monroe  Township,  New  Jersey 

Jamie  Stonick 
Brantord,  Connecticut 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Paige  G.  Tang 

Walnut,  California 

Trisha  Maria  Tidd 
Kingston,  New  Hampshire 

Michelle  Elizaberh  Tiu 

Las  Vegas,  Nevada 

William  Huyliem  Trinh 

Sydney,  Ausrraha 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Kim  Tho  Vo 

Westminster,  California 

Mieu  Dong  Vo 

Medford,  Massachusetts 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 


Brendon  Jon  Weaver 

Brighton,  Massachusetts 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Kimberly  Dawn  Woody 
Pensacola,  Florida 
Beta  Sigma  Kappa 

Emily  Hope  Workman 

Medina,  Ohio 

David  J.  Kerko  Low  Vision  Award 

Bachelor  nf  Stieint   Degree 
Recipients 

Oscar  Ernest  Castro 

Miami  Lakes,  Florida 

Vincent  Wai-Hung  Lam 

Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 


The  information  in  Perspective 
should  not  be  considered  as 
verification  that  a  degree  was 
received.  All  inquiries  should  be 
directed  to  the  Registrar's  Office. 
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Alumni  Profile:  The  Tolfords 


William  and  Tim  Tolford  in  front  of  CASCO  Bay  Eyecare. 


by  Ann  Carlson 


Both  sides  of  Dr.  William  R.  Tolford 's  family  have 
called  the  Portland  area  home  for  three  centuries. 
Situated  high  on  the  slopes  above  Casco  Bay,  Portland, 
Maine,  has  drawn  both  residents  and  travelers  since  the 
1700's.  Along  its  thoroughfares  are  grand  Victorian  houses, 
fine  restaurants,  and  a  world-class  art  museum.  While  the 
American  Revolution,  various  fires,  and  economic  downturns 
inflicted  damage  on  the  city  over  the  years,  Portland 
rebounded  again  and  again.  Now  Maine's  largest  community 
also  provides  a  gateway  to  Canada  via  the  Nova  Scotia  ferry. 
On  a  typical  summer  weekday,  tourists  throng  the  Old  Port 
District  and  the  streets  extending  uphill  from  its  docks  and 
warehouses. 

Fifty  years  ago,  after  graduation  from  The  New  England 
College  of  Optometry,  Bill  joined  Dr.  Ronald  J.  Tolford, 
his  late  father,  in  an  his  solo  optometric  practice.  Close  to  25 
years  later  in  1979,  Bill's  son,  Dr.  Timothy  W.  Tolford, 
joined  his  father's  Congress  Street  practice  after  completing 
his  undergraduate  education  at  the  University  of  Rhode 
Island  and  obtaining  his  doctor  of  optometry  degree  from 
The  New  England  College  of  Optometry.  Bill  retired  in 
1986-87,  turning  over  the  practice  to  Tim. 


After  managing  the  individual  practice  for  twenty  years, 
in  1998  Tim  Tolford  and  several  partners  formed  Casco  Bay 
EyeCare,  a  multi-community  corporation  that  has  become 
Maine's  largest  provider  of  optometric  eye  care  services.  It 
operates  in  five  locations:  two  offices  in  Portland  and  one 
each  in  South  Portland,  Scarborough,  and  Falmouth.  The 
main  office  is  located  at  770  Congress  Street,  in  the  shadow 
of  Maine  Medical  Center. 

Because  it  has  multiple  offices,  Casco  Bay  EyeCare 
now  counts  entire  families  among  its  patient  population. 
For  instance,  while  one  or  both  parents  work  in  Portland, 
receiving  treatment  at  an  office  there,  children  and  othet 
family  members  can  be  served  at  the  convenient  suburban 
offices  closer  to  their  home. 

How  did  Casco  Bay  EyeCare  grow  out  of  the  original 
Tolford  family  operation?  According  to  Tim,  officials  from 
Maine  Medical  approached  his  group  six  years  ago.  "They 
were  opening  a  satellite  clinic  in  Falmouth  and  had  no  eye 
care  services  in  rhe  building.  We  saw  this  as  the  perfect 
opportunity  to  expand  our  operations.  In  fact,  Mike  (Dr. 
Michael  P.  Anastasio)  and  I  had  been  talking  about  going 
into  partnership  for  a  long  time.  This  was  the  beginning  of 
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our  major  growth."  Eight  optometrists  now  staff  Casco  Bay 
EyeCare,  each  rotating  between  two  of  the  five  offices. 

During  a  recent  lunch,  Tim  and  Bill  reminisced  about 
how  the  family  practice  has  developed  in  the  years  since 
1918.  In  that  year,  Ronald  Tolford  became  licensed  as  an 
optometrist  and  began  a  practice  in  a  Portland  jeweler's 
shop.  In  those  early  times,  jewelry  and  optometry  went 
hand  in  hand,  as  eyes  were  examined  and  glasses  fitted 
where  wedding  rings  and  watches  were  sold. 

A  tall,  imposing  man,  Bill  Tolrord  has  twinkling  eyes 
and  a  winning  smile  behind  his  Santa  Claus  beard  and  mus- 
tache. He  loves  meeting  people,  both  old 
friends  and  those  new  to  him.  Raised  on 
Peaks  Island  in  Casco  Bay,  he  now  divides 
his  time  between  homes  in  South  Portland 
and  Briny  Breezes,  near  Boynton  Beach, 
Florida.  In  addition  to  Tim,  Bill  has  a 
daughter  Nancy  and  two  grandchildren, 
Sarah  and  Christopher  Tolford.  Bill's  wife 
Ruth  passed  away  in  2002. 

Tim,  while  as  tall  as  his  hither,  has  a 
slender  build.  He  works  out  regularly  at  a 
gym,  especially  in  marathon  spinning 
classes  that  build  up  strengrh  and 
endurance  for  his  upcoming  cycling 

adventure.  Besides  sailing  along  the  Maine  coast,  teaching 
navigation,  and  officiating  at  youth  regattas,  Tim  loves 
cycling.  He  and  his  wife  Kathryn,  who  live  in  Falmouth, 
are  training  for  a  3,800-mile  bike  trip  across  the  USA  next 
summer. 

One  wonders  how  much  ol  a  workout  he  needs  outside 
the  office,  as  his  duties  connected  with  Casco  Bay  EyeCare 
keep  him  hopping  all  over  the  Portland  area,  including  the 
medical  center.  For  instance,  he  sometimes  accompanies  a 
patient  into  eye  surgery  and  watches  what  goes  on  in  the 
operating  room.  "It's  good  for  me  ro  get  this  insight," 
he  stated. 

We  began  our  conversation  with  a  look  back  in  time. 
Bill's  memories  of  his  boyhood  are  vivid.  He  would  drop  by 
his  father's  optometry  practice,  rhen  located  on  Brown  Street 


A  tii  11,  imposing  man, 
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those  new  to  him 


in  downtown  Portland.  Saturdays  brought  chores  around 
the  office.  "I'd  polish  all  the  brass  trim  on  the  stairway  — 
a  steep  flight  of  20  steps  —  and  wash  the  windows.  Dad 
would  pay  me  a  dollar  for  my  work.  This  was  the  extent  of 
my  involvement  in  optometry  at  that  early  stage!" 

Ronald  Tolford  had  entered  optometry  by  an  indirecr 
roure.  "He  sold  cash  registers  and  prefabricated  metal 
garages,  and  wanted  to  diversify  into  optometry.  But  when 
he  sought  a  license  in  Maine,  he  learned  it  was  impossible 
unless  he  apprenticed  first,"  Bill  recalled.  He  apprenticed 
with  Mr.  Beverley,  a  jeweler  and  studied  optometry  through 
correspondence  courses,  passed  the  Maine 
board  examination,  and  became  licensed  in 
our  state  in  1918.  When  Mr.  Beverley 
retired.  Dad  bought  his  business.  In  those 
days,  there  were  no  formal  educational  pro- 
grams in  optometry." 

Some  years  would  pass  before  Bill's  real 
interest  in  optometry  surfaced.  "I  worked 
in  the  office  part-time  during  my  college 
years.  When  I  graduated  from  Princeton 
after  majoring  in  naval  science,  World  War 
II  had  broken  out.  I  served  as  a  quarter- 
master in  the  U.S.  Navy,  out  in  the 
Atlantic  on  destroyer  escort  duty. 
My  rank  was  lieutenant  j.g." 

It  took  awhile  for  him  ro  settle  down  when  the  war 
ended.  Like  his  farher,  he  tried  several  ventures:  selling  vacu- 
um cleaners,  working  as  a  carpenter,  and  doing  promotions 
for  Saks  Fifth  Avenue.  Then  he  finally  decided  to  take  up  the 
family  business.  Enrolling  in  Massachusetts  College  of 
Optometry,  then  located  on  Huntington  Avenue  in  Boston, 
he  got  as  far  as  his  sophomore  year  before  being  summoned 
again  for  duty  in  the  Korean  War. 

"I  would  have  graduated  from  the  College  in  1953,  but 
I  was  away  rwo  years.  When  I  returned,  I  resumed  my  stud- 
ies and  graduated  in  1955.  In  those  days,  Theodora  Klein 
ran  rhe  front  desk.  Of  course,  Hy  Kamens,  Frank  Kozol,  and 
Foster  Namias  were  also  on  the  faculty  then." 
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Both  the  Tolfords  have  been  sivift  in 
adapting  the  practice  to  meet  ongoing 
changes  in  the  ethnic  population  of 
Portland.   What  was  once  old  Yankee 
and  Northern/Southern  European,  the 
city  now  encompasses  men  and  women 
from  Southeast  Asia,  the  Middle  East, 
and  the  Eastern  European  countries. 


Father  and  son. 


Back  in  Portland  at  long  last,  Bill  joined  his  father  at 
707  Congress  Street,  in  their  large  Victorian  house,  where 
the  entire  downstairs  gradually  evolved  into  office  space.  His 
father  retired  in  1966,  and  Bill  continued  working  until  his 
own  retirement  in  1987.  Meanwhile,  Tim  joined  the  practice 
in  1979,  following  his  graduation  from  the  College. 

"I  had  gone  to  the  University  of  Rhode  Island  for  my 
bachelor's  degree.  In  those  days  I  wanted  to  be  Jacques 
Cousreau!"  Tim  quipped.  "Six  to  eight  weeks  into  my  fresh- 
man year,  I  realized  that  most  people  in  oceanography  are 
destined  for  teaching  careers,  not  research.  Since  research  was 
what  I  had  wanted,  I  switched  to  a  pre-medical  program." 
Upon  graduating  from  URI,  he  enrolled  at  The  New 
England  College  of  Optometry. 

Tim  counts  himself  lucky  to  be  studying  optometry 
during  the  presidency  of  Dr.  William  R.  Baldwin.  "He  was  a 
major  force  for  positive  change,  purchasing  the  Beacon  Street 
property  and  beginning  a  whole  era  of  expansion  and  refur- 
bishing. Dr.  Baldwin  took  the  College  and  picked  it  right 
up.  It  had  languished  for  a  while,  but  his  motto  was  'let's  do 
something  about  it.' 

Not  only  are  father  and  son  alike  in  sharing  a  profession; 
they  also  feel  passionate  about  their  mutual  hobby:  sailing. 
While  health  concerns  prevent  Bill  from  sailing  as  vigorously 
as  he  once  did,  they  have  not  interfered  with  his  love  of  the 


sea.  "I  keep  alive,"  he  said  merrily,  as  he  looks  forward  to  an 
upcoming  Nova  Scotia  cruise.  Over  the  years  the  family  has 
owned  15  different  vessels  —  the  B&B,  20-20,  and  Golden 
Eagle  come  to  mind  —  and  father  and  son  crewed  together 
on  countless  others,  including  a  trans-Atlantic  tall  ship  voy- 
age and  a  yacht  race  to  Bermuda. 

•  •  • 

By  the  time  Tim  began  practicing  with  Bill,  both  men 
knew  that  downtown  Portland  had  begun  a  sharp  economic 
decline.  "The  South  Portland  mall  was  built,  so  many  busi- 
nesses moved  out  there.  Congress  Street  became  somewhat 
blighted.  While  there  had  been  dozens  of  optometrists  here 
when  I  began  practicing  in  1955,  only  three  or  four 
remained  in  the  Congress  Street  area,"  Bill  said. 

He  and  Tim  decided  to  wait  out  the  slump.  "We 
didn't  want  to  move  to  the  mall.  We  were  very  happy  to 
stay  in  Portland  because  we  had  built  up  a  good  practice 
here.  While  we  were  busy,  people  had  no  trouble  booking 
appointments  and  seeing  us.  At  that  time,  we  treated  mostly 
businesspeople  who  worked  downtown  during  the  week. 
We  saved  Saturday  mornings  for  our  out-of-town  patients 
who  came  in  from  a  distance." 

Bill  and  Tim's  faith  in  the  community  was  amply 
rewarded  when  Portland  rebounded.  Its  revitalization 
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centered  around  redevelopment  of  the  Old  Port  Exchange  as 
a  tourist  area,  drawing  more  people  back  to  the  city.  The 
waterfront  still  serves  as  a  regular  port  of  call  for  tankers  and 
merchant  marine  vessels  from  all  over  the  world.  Often  crew 
members  need  to  have  their  eyes  checked  or  to  purchase  a 
new  pair  of  glasses,  so  they  seek  out  the  Tolford  optometry 
practice. 

Both  the  Tolfords  have  been  swift  in  adapting  the  prac- 
tice to  meet  ongoing  changes  in  the  ethnic  population  of 
Portland.  What  was  once  old  Yankee  and  Northern/Southern 
European,  the  city  now  encompasses  men  and  women  from 
Southeast  Asia,  the  Middle  East,  and  the  Eastern  European 
countries.  Interpreters  are  sometimes  necessary  when  clients 
come  to  the  office.  Bill  marveled  at  the 
skill  of  6-  or  7-year-old  children  who 
are  pressed  into  service  by  parents  and 
grandparents.  "They  can  translate 
beautifully  after  only  a  short  time  in 
this  country." 

Social  agencies  have  sent  a  large 
group  of  patients  to  Casco  Bay 
EyeCare  over  the  years.  Among  them 
were  inmates  from  Maine  youth  and 
correctional  centers.  Tim  talked  about 
the  time  when  two  guatds  brought  in 
a  teenager  and  handcuffed  him  to  the 

examination  chair.  When  Tim  suggested  that  they  step  out- 
side, they  refused  to  leave  him  alone  with  the  prisoner.  Later 
he  learned  that  the  young  man  had  killed  both  his  parents 
with  an  axe.  Now  such  eyecare  services  have  been  eliminated 
by  the  State  of  Maine. 

Another  significant  change  has  occurred  in  the  patient 
population  that  the  Tolfords  have  served  over  the  years. 
Before  he  retired,  Ronald  saw  500-600  patients  annually. 
Today  some  32,000  clients  receive  services  in  the  five  Casco 
Bay  EyeCare  offices.  They  come  from  communities  as  far 
north  as  Camden,  Maine,  North  Conway,  New  Hampshire 
and  Nova  Scotia. 
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Lunch  was  coming  to  an  end,  and  there  was  time  for 
one  more  question.  How  does  Tim  see  the  future  of  his  prac- 
tice? With  Casco  Bay  EyeCare  now  bigger  than  anyone  ever 
expected,  what  looms  on  the  horizon? 

"First,  my  18-year-old  son  Chris  is  thinking  about 
optometry.  He'll  enter  his  freshman  year  at  the  University 
of  Rhode  Island  this  fall.  Dad  and  I  brought  him  to  the 
College,  and  he  had  a  chance  to  look  around.  And  my 
daughter  Sarah,  20,  plans  on  pursuing  a  health  career,  but 
in  another  field.  She'll  be  a  senior  at  Bates  this  fall  and  has 
applied  to  UNECOM  (the  University  of  New  England 
College  of  Osteopathic  Medicine)  in  Biddeford." 

Tim  added:  "If  he  decides  on  an 
optometry  career,  Chris  will  graduate 
approximately  eight  years  from  now. 
And  he  will  do  things  in  a  different 
way  from  those  who  graduated  from 
NEWENCO  this  year.  He  will  know 
nothing  about  mechanical  optics  and 
the  manufacturing  of  glasses  and  con- 
tact lenses.  On  the  other  hand,  he  will 
be  far  more  familiar  with  surgery, 
pathology,  and  treatment  than  I  am." 
According  to  Tim,  the  profession 
that  Chris  may  select  will  be  safer 
than  it  is  today.  "Eye  disease  won't  go  undetected  and 
untreated.  Optometrists  will  acquire  more  tools  and  educa- 
tion that  will  alert  them  to  problematic  situations  at  an  early 
stage.  Their  instrumentation  will  be  more  sophisticated. 
As  with  cataract  surgery,  recuperation  time  from  other  eye 
operations  will  become  shorter." 

Since  partnerships  between  optometrists  and  ophthal- 
mologists have  become  more  commonplace,  Tim  predicts 
that  Casco  Bay  EyeCare  may  one  day  merge  with  an 
ophthalmologic  practice.  "This  is  yet  another  way  we  can 
improve  the  health  care  of  our  patients  in  the  state  of 
Maine,"  he  concludes. 
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lQ60's 


Joseph  Berger  '37:  Pawtucket,  RI;  Joseph  has  two  children, 
five  grandchildren  (one  who  lives  in  France  and  another  who 
lives  in  Australia),  and  three  great  grandchildren  with 
another  one  on  the  way!  Joseph's  New  Year's  Resolution  was 
to  enjoy  his  family. 


l«40's 


Herbert  Ivaiitash  '42:  Providence,  RI;  Herbert  is  living  out 
his  retirement  in  Providence,  RI  and  he  still  keeps  in  touch 
with  classmates  from  NEWENCO. 

Ralph  Leviny  '42:  Needham,  MA;  Ralph  is  looking  forward 
to  his  65  th  reunion. 

Perry  Savoy  '42:  West  Orange,  NJ;  His  practice  has  just 
moved  to  new,  updated  quarters  in  Jersey  City,  NJ;  the  prac- 
tice is  under  the  new  ownership  of  his  daughter  Randi 
Savoy  78  and  her  husband,  Martin  Siegal.  Perry  recently 
played  golf  with  classmate  Harold  Cline  '42  in  Florida,  and 
attended  a  luncheon  for  retired  optometrists  in  Florida. 

Arnold  Richinan  '48:  Tarmac,  FL;  Arnold  retired  from  his 
practice  and  moved  to  Tarmac,  Florida. 


lQ50's 


Joseph  Feldberg  '52:  Pompano  Beach,  FL;  Joseph  retired 
from  his  Primary  Care  practice  in  1985.  He  is  an  avid  golfer, 
as  he  was  long  before  optometry  school,  and  has  gradually 
gravitated  towards  boating,  fishing  and  traveling.  Joe  hopes 
to  visit  all  the  world's  countries,  except  Antarctica. 

Marty  Freidman  '52:  Short  Hills,  NJ;  Marty  has  not  prac- 
ticed optometry  since  1955,  but  he  considers  his  education 
from  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  to  be  very 
valuable.  He  keeps  in-touch  with  fellow  NEWENCO  alumni. 

Stanley  J.  Levine  '54:  Virginia  Beach,  VA;  Stanley  is  retired 
and  enjoys  scuba  diving,  tennis  and  motocross.  His  New 
Year's  resolution  was  to  stop  loosing  investment  funds! 


Morris  L.  Keller  '60:  Providence,  RI;  Morris  works  in  East 
Providence  and  believes  that,  at  85  years  old,  he  is  the  old- 
est working  full-time  optometrist  in  Rhode  Island.  He 
works  six  days  a  week  until  8  PM  each  night. 

Andrew  Portoghese  '60:  Hilton  Head,  SC;  Andrew  retired 
from  practice  in  1990.  He  hopes  to  travel  more  and  looks 
forward  to  the  next  class  reunion 

Gilbert  F.  Sellars  '60:  Henderson,  NC;  Gilbert  is  practicing 
full-time.  He  has  two  daughters;  one  daughter  is  a  CPA 
and  is  married  with  three  daughters  of  her  own.  His  other 
daughter  is  a  lawyer  and  single.  Gilbert  is  the  AOA-PAC 
State  Representative  and  Keyperson  coordinator  and  is  a 
member  of  the  AOA-PAC  Board  of  Director  for  Southern 
States.  Gilbert  sees  various  alumni  ar  SECO  and  state 
meetings. 

Joseph  A.  D'Amico  '63:  Holden,  MA;  Joseph  is  the 
President  of  VOSH,  which  now  has  a  permanent  eye  clinic 
in  Nicaragua.  He  is  also  a  grandfather  to  three,  ages  four, 
three,  and  one. 

Robert  Honnors  '63:  Salinas,  CA;  Bob  has  added  a  third 
partner  to  their  group  practice  and  he  is  now  down  to  work- 
ing three  days  a  week.  He  and  fellow  classmate  Roger 
McCarthy  '63  and  wife  Mia,  are  going  to  visit  the  Chalone 
Vineyard's  annual  luncheon,  wine-tasting  and  shareholders 
meeting.  Bob  is  planning  on  attending  his  class  reunion  this 
September  2003. 

Marvin  G.  Baiini  '64:  Mililani,  HI;  Marvin  has  retired  from 
the  U.S.  Air  Force  after  28  years  of  service  as  a  Lt/Col.  He 
was  also  President  of  Armed  Forces  Optometric  Society 
(AFOS),  1990.  He  is  currently  President  of  the  Hawaii 
Optometric  Association  (HOA)  and  on  his  way  to  retirement. 

Paul  H.  Adrien  '67:  Eutis,  FL;  Paul  retired  in  June  of  1999 
and  had  dinner  with  fellow  classmate  George  Ehlert  '67  at 
Disney  World  earlier  this  year  and  said,  "it  was  great  to 
reminisce".  His  New  Year's  resolution  was  to  enjoy  life. 


© 


Perspectiue 


Fall  2003 


Class  of  1953  Reunion 


One  can't  begin  to  image  where  they 
might  be  in  50  years  from  now,  but  for 
the  Class  of  1953  many  of  those  ques- 
tions were  answered  during  their  50th  class 
reunion  in  May.  Members  Irom  the  class  of 
1953  traveled  from  all  over  the  country  to 
reconnect  and  celebrate  this  once-in-a-life- 
time  anniversary. 

Members  of  the  class  arrived  at  the  college  on 
Friday,  May  30th  and  joined  President  Lewis 
for  lunch  and  a  tour  of  the  Beacon  Street  facil- 
ities. That  evening,  the  class  received  a  standing 
ovation  during  commencement  dinner.  To 
bring  their  reunion  full  circle  on  Saturday 
each  member  marched  in  the  commencement 
procession  for  the  second  time. 


Members  of  the  Class  of  1953 

stand  for  a  round  of  applause  at  the 

commencement  dinner. 


Marching  in  Commencement 
procession  fifty  years  later. 
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George  J.  Ehlert  '67:  Jacksonville,  FL;  George  retired  from 
the  Navy  as  a  Commander,  and  is  now  working  in  clinical 
research  at  VISTAKON.  He  corresponds  with  many  class- 
mates, is  a  member  of  AOA,  the  Florida  Optometric 
Association,  and  lifetime  members  of  the  AFOS  and  Military 
Officials  Association.  George  is  married  with  two  daughters, 
a  son,  and  one  granddaughter.  His  New  Year's  resolution  was 
to  stay  in  contact  with  all  of  his  friends  from  the  class  of  1967. 

Harrison  Smiley  '68:  Providence,  RI;  Harrison  is  reducing 
his  office  hours  so  that  he  can  spend  more  time  with  his 
bride.  Instrumental  music  is  still  important  to  him;  he  has 
spent  24  years  playing  the  brass  clarinet  with  the  Rhode 
Island  Wind  Ensemble  and  15  years  playing  the  saxophone 
with  a  Christian  praise  group  that  travels  around  Rhode 
Island  and  Massachusetts. 


MO's 


Robert  Resnick  '70:  Forest,  VA;  Robert  was  the  recipient  of 
the  2002  Distinguished  Achievement  Award  from  the 
Virginia  Optometric  Association.  He  is  the  Paraoptometric 
Liaison  to  the  VOA  as  well  as  holding  a  seat  on  their  execu- 
tive board. 

Bernard  M.  Kovacs  '71:  St.  Louis,  MO;  After  31  years  of  pri- 
vate practice  in  Poughkeepsie,  NJ,  Bernard  sold  his  practice 
and  moved  to  St.  Louis,  MO  for  the  love  a  woman. 

Donald  Plum  '71:  Newport  News,  VA;  After  25  years  in 
commercial  optometry,  Donald  now  works  in  private  prac- 
tice at  National  Optometry'  in  Newport  News,  VA,  and 
recently  obtained  his  TPA  certification.  Donald  and  his  wife, 
Barbara,  love  to  sail  and  have  a  number  of  great  adventures. 

Robert  Troendle  '71:  Wolfeboro,  NH;  Robert  "does  it  all" 
at  his  general  practice  in  rural  New  Hampshire.  He  is  on 
the  board  of  directors  of  New  Hampshire  Optometric 
Association  (NHOA),  is  heavily  involved  in  getting  NH 
a  modern  therapeutic  law.  Robert  and  his  wife  have  three 
daughters  and  three  grandchildren.  Bob's  New  Year's 
resolution  was  to  "get  a  good  scope  of  practice  law  for 
New  Hampshire." 


Steven  Tishler  '72:  Manssield  Center,  CT;  Steven  has  a  solo 
practice  and  is  taking  on  an  associate  in  the  near  future  and 
is  affiliated  with  the  American  Optometric  Association 
(AOA)  and  the  OEP  His  hobbies  include  fishing,  boating, 
farming,  and  Corvettes!  His  New  Year's  resolution  was  to 
have  more  time  for  his  hobbies  and  to  continue  on  in  private 
practice. 

Gerald  J.  Selvin  '73:  Brookhne,  MA;  Gerald  works  for  the 
VA  hospital  and  is  the  Ptesident  of  the  National  Association 
of  Optometrists.  He  is  married  with  two  grown  sons,  ages 
24  and  21  years  old,  and  a  daughter,  age  3  years  old.  Gerald 
also  keeps  in-touch  with  other  alumni.  His  hobby  is  weather 
and  his  New  Year's  resolution  was  to  "keep  the  weight  off! 

Albert  R.  Ducharme  '74:  Lady  Lake,  FL;  Albert  has  been  in 
practice  in  Leesburg,  FL  for  27  years  and  has  just  brought  in 
a  second  associate.  His  son  is  graduating  from  the  University 
of  Centtal  Florida  and  says  that  he  would  like  to  go  to 
optometry  school  and  practice  with  his  dad  some  day! 

Jay  Greenstein  '76:  Denver,  CO;  Jay  is  semi-retired  working 
three  days  a  week  three  weeks  a  month  and  is  loving  it!  He 
is  still  skiing,  snowboarding,  and  playing  the  guitar.  Jay  is 
the  Colorado  VOSH  representative  and  would  like  to  send  a 
special  "hello"  to  Ed  Godnig  76  &  Maurice  Joseph  76. 
His  New  Year's  resolution  was  to  exercise  less  and  put  on 
some  more  weight. 

Carl  Hirsch  '76:  Walnut  Creek,  CA;  Carl  is  still  in  a  solo 
practice.  His  wife,  Marilyn,  is  a  tutor  for  dyslexic  children. 
One  of  his  two  sons  is  about  to  graduate  from  college,  while 
the  other  son  is  staying  in  school  one  more  year  to  fill 
optometry  prerequisites.  Carl  took  up  sailing  on  the  Bay 
three  years  ago  and  says,  "it's  a  great  sport." 

Joseph  R.  Taddonio  76:  Glendale,  AZ;  Joseph  was  awarded 
the  2002  Presidential  Award  from  Nationwide  Vision  Center. 
He  continues  as  co-director  of  the  Central  Arizona  Optometric 
Society,  and  is  finally  a  dues-paying  member  of  the  AOA. 
Joseph  got  to  see  President  George  W.  Bush  last  fall  at  the 
Phoenix  Dodge  Theatre.  His  New  Year's  resolution  was  to, 
"grow  up  before  he  gets  old  (turned  50-yrs.  in  January),  take 
his  wife  to  Hawaii  and  Scotland,  and  lose  30  lbs.!!" 
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David  Caban  77:  Bedford,  NH;  David  is  president  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Board  or  Registration  in  Optometry  and 
just  finished  a  10-year  term  this  past  summer.  He  serves  as 
either  Director  or  Member  of  several  optometric  boards  and 
committees.  David  and  his  wife,  Diane,  celebrated  their 
30th  wedding  anniversary  in  June;  their  oldest  son,  Michael, 
graduated  from  Boston  College  and  is  now  a  student  at  the 
University  of  Connecticut  of  Dental  Medicine,  their  daugh- 
ter, Christine,  is  in  her  second  year  of  nursing  school  and 
their  youngest  son,  Dave,  is  a  freshman  in  high  school  . 
Although  David  made  no  New  Year's  resolution,  he  did 
enjoy  the  25th  reunion  last  fall  and  said,  "it  was  great  to  see 
old  friends  &  colleagues.  Nobody  has  changed  in  25  years!" 

Fred  E.  Goldberg  77:  Herndon,  VA;  Fred  is  the  immediate 
past  president  of  the  Northern  Virginia  Optometric  Society. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  the  Virginia  Optometric 
Association.  He  has  remarried  Maria  Goldberg,  has  four 
step-children,  four  step-grandchildren,  and  a  son.  His  New 
Year's  resolution  was  to  travel  more. 

Ally  Stoeger  78:  Burke,  VA;  Ally  just  added  a  third 
partner  to  her  private  practice  and  recently  moved  into  a 
new  location  in  Burk,  VA.  The  practice  is  now  affiliated 
with  VisionSource  and  Ally  serves  as  the  administrator  for 
VisionSource  in  the  Washington  D.C.  metropolitan  area. 
Her  children,  Aaron  age  21,  and  Karlyn  age  19,  are  both 
in  college  studying  engineering. 


Matthew  fllpeit  '96:  California's  Young 
Optometrist  of  the  Year 


lgao's 


Debrali  Budick  "80:  New  York,  NY;  Debra  lost  her  father. 
Max  Budick,  in  February  2002.  She  works  at  New  York  Eye 
&  Ear  Hospital,  Lighthouse  International  and  Lavelle  School 
for  the  Blind. 

Stephen  Graham  '80:  Hailey,  Idaho;  Stephen  works  in 
ophthalmology-optometry-opticianry  in  Ketchum,  Idaho. 
He  is  also  an  adjunct  professor  at  PCO  &  NEWENCO,  and 
is  the  President  of  the  Boston  Eye  Center,  Inc.  Stephen  still 
keeps  in  touch  with  classmates  Paul  Ajamain  '80  and  Bob 
Pinkert  '80,  and  enjoys  skiing,  martial  arts  and  flying. 
His  New  Year's  resolution  was  to  "take  more  time  to  teach". 


Matthew  Alpert,  California's  Young  Optometrist  of  the  Year. 

Matthew  Alpert  was  named  Young  Optometrist  of  the 
Year  by  rhe  California  Optometric  Association  at  its 
2003  Annual  Congress  and  OptoWest  Conference 
held  in  April  in  Anaheim.  Dr.  Alpert  was  recognized  for  his 
significant  contributions  to  the  San  Fernando  Valley 
Optometric  Society,  to  organized  opromerry  in  general,  and 
to  the  community,  and  for  his  pursuit  of  professional  devel- 
opment "I  enjoy  giving  back  to  the  community  and  profes- 
sion that  have  given  me  and  my  family  so  much,"  he  said. 
Dr.  Alpert  is  the  immediate  president-elect  of  the  San 
Fernando  Valley  Optometric  Society  and  has  served  orga- 
nized optometry  at  the  local  level  in  other  roles  since  1997. 
He  continues  as  an  active  member  with  the  California 
Optometric  Association. 

A  1996  graduate  of  The  New  England  College 
of  Optometry  in  Boston,  Dr.  Alpert  became  a  licensed 
optometrist  in  the  state  of  California  in  1996.  A  third 
generation  optometrist,  Dr.  Alpert  has  a  practice  in  San 
Fernando  Valley  where  his  grandfather,  Irving  Alpert  started 
in  the  1940s,  and  father,  William  Alpert  started  in  the 
1960s.  Dr.  Alpert  resides  in  Sherman  Oaks  with  his  wife 
Melissa  and  their  six  month  old  daughter  Chloe. 
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James  A.  Bourgeois  '82:  Davis,  CA;  James  works  as  Director, 
Consultant  and  Liaison  to  the  Psychiatry  department  at  the 
University  of  Davis'  Medical  Center.  He  is  also  an  associate 
professor  of  clinical  psychiatry.  James  welcomes  contact  from 
other  NEWENCO  alumni,  especially  in  the  northern 
California  area. 

Fred  Edmunds  '84:  Victor,  NY;  Fred  works  as  Director  of 
Global  Professional  and  Clinical  Affairs  at  Bausch  &  Lomb. 

Robert  Parks  '84:  Wakefield,  RI;  Bob  works  in  Warwick, 
RI  and  also  finds  time  to  work  at  the  Brockton  VAMC.  He 
is  also  on  staff  at  the  Boston  VA  Health  Care  System  and  is 
affiliated  with  the  National  Association  of  VA  Optometrists, 
AOA,  and  RIOA. 

Richard  R.  Socash  '85:  Vestar,  NY;  Richard  is  working  with 
an  ophthalmology  group,  RGP,  a  specialty  practice  for  the 
treatment  of  keratocomnus,  and  is  a  member  of  the  AOA 
and  NYSOA.  He  and  his  "wonder  wife",  Tricia,  have  two 
"wonder  kids"  —  Elijah,  3  yrs.  old,  and  Noah,  2  yrs.  old. 
Richard's  New  Year's  resolution  was,  "to  glorify  GOD  by 
enjoying  HIM  always". 

John  Galgay  '86:  Smithfield,  RI;  John  was  married  on  May 
31,  2003  and  he  is  looking  for  another  change,  but  this  one 
in  his  career. 

Jennifer  Ambler  '87:  Guilford,  VT;  Jennifer  went  to  El 
Salvador  in  February  2003  for  the  eighth  time,  "It  was 
a  church  trip,  not  a  VOSH  trip-so  it  was  kind  of  like  a 
vacation!"  She  is  planning  another  medical  mission  for 
November  2003  and  anyone  interested  can  call  or  e-mail 
her  for  more  details. 

David  R.  DeRuosi  '87:  Johnston,  RI;  David  recently  joined 
practice  with  classmate  Louise  DiChiara  '87  and  is  the  vice 
ptesident  of  Saving  Sight  RI.  He  and  his  wife,  Anna,  have  a 
daughter,  Victoria,  age  4  years,  and  just  had  a  baby  boy, 
Nicholas,  age  1  year.  David's  New  Year's  resolution  was  to 
keep  in  touch  with  friends  more,  and  to  find  out  where  fellow 
classmates  Kevin  "Wogalter  '87  and  Susan  Lockland-Pond 
'87  are  in  the  world. 

Sherri  R.  Maxwell  '87:  Grand  Prairie,  TX;  Sherri  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  AOA  Armed  Forces  Optometric  Society  and  she  is 


Doiothy  Hitchmoth  16:  AOA  2003 
Young  Optometrist  of  the  Year 


Dorothy  Hitchmoth  was  named  Young 
Optometrist  of  the  Year  during  the  106th  AOA 
Congress  in  San  Diego,  California.  Dorothy,  a 
1996  graduate  was  lauded  as  an  exemplary  member  of 
the  optometric  community.  She  currently  serves  as  the 
chief  of  optometry  fot  the  White  Rivet  Junction  V.A. 
Medical  Center,  is  a  clinical  professor  at  the  College 
and  has  been  in  private  practice,  Hitchmoth  Eyecare 
Associates,  for  six  years. 

A  tireless  legislative  advocate,  Dorothy  inspired 
her  fellow  members  of  the  New  Hampshire  Optometric 
Association  to  rebuild  legislative  efforts  to  expand 
therapeutic  privileges  for  optometrists.  Her  skill 
energy  and  foresight  were  instrumental  in  obtaining 
steroid,  antiviral  and  glaucoma  privileges  for  New 
Hampshire  optometrists  in  2002.  Dorothy  has 
authored  several  scholarly  works,  was  New  Hampshire's 
Optometric  Association's  Optometrist  of  the  Year  for 
2001-2002  and  was  the  recipient  of  the  Dr.  Edward 
Award  for  Outstanding  Contribution  to  her  class 
in  1996. 


currently  overseeing  166  optical,  optometry,  dental,  and 
audiology  clinics  in  the  Army  and  Air  Force  Exchange 
Service.  Her  husband,  Tom,  is  deployed  in  support  of 
Operation  Iraqi  Freedom.  Sherri's  New  Year  Resolution  was 
to  complete  her  Mastets  in  Science  in  Aeronautical  Science 
with  Embry  Riddle  Aeronautical  University. 

Jane  E.  Pentheny  '87:  Holbrook,  MA;  Jane  is  in  primary 
care  at  HVMA  Visual  Services  in  Braintree,  MA,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Massachusetts  Society  of  Optometrists  (MSO),  and 
attended  Academy  in  San  Diego  this  year.  Jane  enjoys 
bicycling. 

Tracey  Boss  '88:  Ithaca,  NY;  Tracey  is  the  President  of  South 
Central  Optometric  Association  (SCOA).  She  specializes  in 
low  vision  and  sports  vision.  She  just  had  a  baby  girl, 
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Brianna,  born  in  June  2002.  Her  New  Year's  Resolution  was 
to  enjoy  life-  forget  yesterday,  live  today,  and  look  forward  to 
tomorrow! 

Behnam  Cohenmehr  '88:  Great  Neck,  NY;  Behnam  has  been 
married  for  10  years  to  Rebecca  and  they  have  a  daughter, 
Erica,  age  8  years  old,  and  a  son,  Michael,  age  one  year  old. 
He  keeps  in  touch  with  John  Paskowski  '88. 

Asha  K.  Sharing  '88:  Hopkinton,  MA;  Asha  works  in  a 
group  practice  with  a  multi-discipline  approach  in 
Southboro,  MA.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
Society  of  Optometrists  (MSO)  and  keeps  in  touch  with 
fellow  alumni  Doris  Schwartz  '88,  Tom  Margan  '88 
and  Marty  Greene  '88.  Asha  and  her  husband,  Shirish 
Dandekar,  have  two  children,  Gita  and  Raj,  and  a  dog 
named  Krishna. 

Ann  Slocum  Edmonds  '89:  Portland,  OR;  Ann  continues  to 
practice  in  the  same  private  practice  with  four  other  doctors 
and  also  teaches  at  Pacific  University  College  of  Optometry. 
Ann  has  been  the  VOSH/International  VP  for  the  past  two 
years  and  VOSH/Oregon  President  for  the  past  1 3  years.  She 
has  just  returned  from  a  VOSH  trip  to  El  Salvador.  Ann  has 
two  boys,  ages  six  and  four. 
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Sandra  Ercleth  "90:  Ft.  Myers,  FL;  Sandra  is  in  private  prac- 
tice, which  she  and  her  husband,  David  Dalesio  '90,  own 
and  operate,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  American  Optometric 
Association  (AOA),  Florida  Optometric  Association  (FOA), 
SWFOA,  Beta  Sigma  Kappa,  and  numerous  local  organiza- 
tions such  as  the  greater  Ft.  Myers  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Coalition  for  School  Readiness  and  the  Women's  Network. 
Sandra  and  David  have  a  daughter,  Samantha,  aged  6-years 
old,  and  enjoy  computers,  reading  playing  guitar,  and  work- 
ing out.  Her  New  Year's  resolution  was  to  keep  off  the  20 
lbs.  she  lost. 

Karen  Gebhardt  '90:  Springfield,  MO;  Karen  works  in  a  pri- 
mary care  setting  at  a  Wal-Mart  vision  center  in  Springfield, 
MO,  and  is  a  member  of  the  MOA,  American  Optometric 
Association  (AOA),  and  the  Armed  Forces  Optometric 


Society  (AFOS).  She  keeps  in  touch  with  classmates  such  as 
Darrell  Grise  '90,  Steve  Byrnes  77  and  Jim  Rux  '90. 

Karen's  second  son,  Graham,  was  born  on  April  8,  2002. 

Robert  A.  Buck  '91:  Oxford,  CT;  Robert  has  been  at  Family 
Vision  Center,  with  owner  Mike  Gorman  '62,  for  1 1  years. 
In  a  years  time  he  will  be  moving  out  to  the  old  family  farm 
in  Washington,  CT;  He  hopes  to  establish  a  horse  farm  with 
his  wife  Maggie  and  his  brother  Rick.  Robert  is  as  active  as 
always  in  the  Grange  and  Masonic  Lodge  doing  community 
service. 

Lee  Shuwarger  '91:  Canyon,  TX;  Lee  just  opened  up  a  new 
practice  called  Unique  Vision  Care  in  Amanllo,  TX.  He  and 
his  wife  are  expecting  their  first  child  in  September  2005 
and  just  had  a  house  built  on  five  acres  in  Canyon,  TX.  Last 
summer  Lee  and  his  wife  had  the  chance  to  visit  some  class- 
mates in  Washington,  D.C.  Lee's  New  Year's  resolution  was 
to  take  more  time  oft  from  work. 

Wieslawa  Andros-Andr/.ejewska  '92:  San  Antonio,  TX; 
Wieslawa  is  a  sole  owner  of  the  Dr.  Andros  Eye  Center 
which  has  state-of-the-art  equipment,  one-hour  glasses  and 
only  upscale,  best  world  designer  frames.  Business  wise, 
things  are  going  excellent,  but  Wieslawa  recently  suffered 
a  heart  attack  and  was  not  able  to  attend  Alumni  Reunion 
weekend  last  year. 

Robert  W.  Aube  '92:  Rocky  Hill,  CT;  Robert  was  awarded 
the  2000  Young  Optometrist  of  the  Year  in  Connecticut. 
His  private  practice,  Visual  Perceptions,  is  doing  well  and 
he  is  hoping  to  further  incorporate  new  technology.  He  is 
a  father  to  three  children  with  the  youngest  born  in  April. 

Parise  Chamberland  '93:  Winthrop,  ME;  Parise  has 

Advanced  Therapeutic  &  Glaucoma  authority  which  is  the 
highest  level  of  licensing  in  Maine. 

George  Tzepos  '93:  Bethany,  CT;  George  is  a  solo  practi- 
tioner in  Semour,  CT  and  is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut 
Association  of  Optometrisrs.  He  is  married  to  Marta  and 
they  have  two  sons  Alexander,  4  years  old,  and  Christian, 
two  years  old.  He  sees  Abe  Zlatin  '93  and  Kurt  Tichy  '93 
occasionally  and  other  classmates  at  continuing  education 
meetings.  His  New  Year's  resolution  was  to  spend  as  much 
time  with  his  family  as  possible. 
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Mary  Bonaine  '94:  Ringoes,  NJ;  Mary  has  a  private  opto- 
metric  practice  in  Silkman,  NJ,  and  is  a  Fellow  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Optometry  ( AAO),  a  member  of  the 
American  Optometric  Association  ( AOA),  New  Jersey 
Academy  of  Optometry,  Sigma  Xi-the  Scientific  Research 
Society.  She  corresponds  with  classmates  Pauline  Kolker 
'94,  Michael  Pfeffer  '94,  and  William  Kastern  '94,  and 
will  serve  as  a  mentor  in  the  College's  Mentor-Alumni 
Program.  She  and  her  husband,  Ben,  just  moved  into  a 
new  home  and  are  busy  decorating  while  they  plan  a  trip 
to  travel  through  Europe  as  soon  as  possible. 

Paul  V.  Hamel  '94:  Boxford,  MA;  Paul  is  the  proud,  first- 
time  parent  of  Christian  Paul  Hamel  who  was  born  on  July 
5,  2002! 

Vickie  Fang  '94:  Rockville,  MD;  Vickie  is  still  working 
within  Costco,  it  is  very  busy  and  she  just  hired  another 
associate.  Her  son,  Dylan  is  now  2  years  old. 

Jillian  Lombardi  (Bradley)  '94:  Old  Saybrook,  CT;  Jillian 
is  a  member  of  the  Academy,  AOA  and  the  Connecticut 
Association  of  Optometrists.  She  corresponds  with 
Marguerite  O'Keef-Quinn,  Sharon  Leong-Yuen,  Carols 
DeFritas,  Steve  Yuen,  Ted  Bukowski  and  Dawn 
Hinspeter-Ritchie.  Jill  and  her  husband  just  had  a  second 
child,  Christina  Rose,  in  January  2003- 

Satpal  S.  Multaiii  '94:  Loma  Linda,  CA;  Satpal  is  the  owner 
of  a  practice  and  has  increasing  business  by  20%  per  year 
over  the  last  three  yeats.  He  is  actively  involved  in  group 
homes  and  the  VA,  and  his  New  Year's  resolution  was  to 
open  a  second  office. 

Donald  J.  Costello  '95:  New  Orleans,  LA;  Donald  continues 
to  practice  in  a  multi-disciplinary  setting  where  he  has  been 
for  the  last  6+  years  since  graduating  from  his  residency  at  a 
Boston  VA  Hospital.  Donald's  New  Year's  resolution  was  to 
continue  to  work  harder,  enhance  his  knowledge  and  to 
appreciate  his  patients. 

Frederick  Moffa  '95:  Granby,  CT;  Frederick  is  in  his  third 
year  in  his  private  practice;  he  says  it  has  been  very  reward- 
ing. His  wife,  Jen,  and  their  three  kids  are  great  and  have 
been  very  supportive. 


Bruce  Yang  '95:  Monsey,  NY;  Bruce  works  at  Vision  World 
in  New  York  and  is  affiliated  with  the  North  American 
Taiwanese  Optometric  Association.  He  enjoys  kickboxing 
and  his  New  Year's  resolution  was  to,  "maintain  his  sus- 
tained level  of  excellence."  Bruce  is  pushing  to  elevate  the 
"annual  golf  tournament  to  a  more  challenging  event  such 
as  an  Triathlon  championship,  as  golf  is  too  boring  and 
weak"  a  sport  for  him.  Bruce  also  qualified  to  run  in  the 
107th  Boston  Marathon,  which  was  run  on  April  21,  2003. 

Michelle  Bouchard  '96:  Boothbay,  ME;  Michelle  has  just 
built  a  3,500  square-foot  office  with  five  lanes  with  fellow 
alum  John  McCormick  '88  and  which  was  scheduled  to 
open  on  July  1,  2003.  Michelle's  second  child  was  due  in 
May  2003. 

Cheryl  Farley  '96:  Mansfield,  MA;  Cheryl  is  a  stay-at-home 
mom  with  two  children,  ages  three  and  one  years  old. 

Jason  Kaminski  '96:  Longmont,  CO;  Jason  recently  renovated 
his  office  and  is  a  member  of  the  AOA,  the  Colorado 
Optometric  Association,  and  is  a  fellow  of  the  AAO.  His 
New  Year's  resolution  was  to  run  a  sub  three-hour  marathon. 

Christine  Davis  '98:  Chula  Vista,  CA;  Christine  is  currently 
in  private  practice,  with  three  locations  throughout  San 
Diego  County  and  is  a  member  of  the  American  Optometric 
Association  (AOA)  and  is  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
Healthcare  Advisors.  She  keeps  in- touch  with  Lyn-Marie 
Behmke-Whitaker  '98,  Lori  Duquette  '98  and  Brandee 
Owens-Marciano  '98.  She  and  her  husband,  Troy,  enjoy  all 
the  hobbies  that  the  West  Coast  has  to  offer:  sailing,  rafting, 
camping,  skydiving  and  hiking. 

Michelle  Kim  '99:  Vista,  CA;  Michelle  is  working  in 
South  Dakota  in  an  Ophthalmic  practice,  and  will  be  get- 
ting married  in  September  2003-  Her  husband  and  she  will 
be  residing  in  their  new  home  in  Carlsbad,  CA. 

Brandee  Owens  Marciano  '98:  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  FL; 
Brandee  opened  a  new  private  practice  in  October  2002.  She 
also  welcomes  the  newest  edition  to  the  Marciano  family, 
Adam,  born  in  September  2001. 
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Lorie  Lcpley  Parks  "99:  Augusta,  ME;  Lorie  has  been  busy 
building  a  home  in  Sidney,  ME  and  which  she  moved  into 
this  spring. 

Michelle  Rahimian  '99:  Boston,  MA;  Michelle  has  a  new- 
practice,  Lunette  Boston,  which  recently  opened  up  in 
Boston's  financial  district.  She  got  married  to  Ted  in  2000. 
and  has  decided  to  become  a  mentor  in  rhe  College's 
Alumni-Mentor  Program. 
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Dana  Dean  "00:  San  Diego,  CA;  Dana  is  working  in  a  VT 
based  practice  in  San  Diego  mainly  working  with  pediatric 
patients.  She  is  a  member  of  COVD,  COA,  and  AOA. 

Rick  Meyer  '00:  Norfolk,  NE;  Rick  is  the  state  coordinator 
for  VISION  USA  and  is  a  member  of  the  NOA  and  the 
AOA. 

John  Rabins  "00:  Colorado  Springs,  CO;  John  opened  his 
own  optometry/optical  office  in  January  2003.  He  is  affiliated 
with  AOA  and  COA. 

Angelo  Vatianou  '00:  Chicago,  IL;  Angelo  is  currently  in 
private  practice  and  is  looking  to  start  his  own  business.  He 
is  engaged  to  be  married  to  Kelly  Piatt  in  December  2005. 

Jeffrey  Sonsino  '01:  Nashville,  TN;  Jeffrey  works  in  a  spe- 
cialty contact  lens  practice  at  Vanderbilt  University  Medical 
Center  and  also  works  in  primary  care  at  the  Tennessee 


Veterans  Hospital.  He  is  going  for  his  Academy  fellowship 
this  year.  Jeffrey  recently  bought  a  condo  in  Nashville  and 
still  enjoys  sailing  and  climbing. 

Michael  Argao  '02:  Homer  Glen,  IL;  Michael  is  working  at 
Lenscrafters  in  Aurora,  Illinois. 

Megan  Bruther  '02:  Titusville,  NJ;  Megan  recently  completed 
a  one-year  ocular  disease  residency  with  the  Omni  Eye 
Surgery:  NJ/NY.,  and  announced  her  engagement  to  Grahm 
MacMillan  in  Mach  2003. 

Anne  Marie  Chu  '02:  Atlanta,  GA;  Anne  Mane  just  com- 
pleted an  ocular  disease  residency  at  Omni  Eve  Services  in 
Atlanta. 

Christine  Dodge  '02:  Pineville,  LA:  Christine  is  currently 
working  part-time  for  an  ophthalmologist  and  part-time  for 
an  optometrist.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Optometry 
Association  of  Louisiana  and  AOA.  She  frequently  corre- 
sponds with  Jennifer  Nussey  '02,  Melissa  Hergan  '02, 
Kimberly  Danneil  02,  and  Jessica  Kick  02. 

John  (',.  Sellechio  '02:  Warwick,  R I;  John  has  recently 
become  a  full-time  associate  in  a  practice  in  Cranston,  RI. 
He  is  currently  working  on  his  glaucoma  certification  and, 
of  course,  paying  off  some  of  that  College  debt! 

Brian  Walborn  '02:  Holland,  OH;  Brian  is  working  at  the 
local  primary  optometry  &  ophthalmology  practice,  special- 
izing in  primary  care  and  ocular  disease.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  AOSA,  AOA  and  the  Ohio  Optometric  Association. 
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cope 

All  Center  for  Graduate 
Optometric  Education  courses 
are  submitted  to  COPE. 


The  New  England 
College  of  Optometry 
424  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 


Tel:  617-236-6300 
Fax:  617-424-9202 

1-888-806-4143 


Graduate 

Optometric  Education  Certificate  Programs 

2003 

October  18-19 

Orthokeratology 

Funding  for  this  program  in  part  by  Paragon  Vision  Sciences 
All  sessions  to  be  held  at  424  Beacon  Street 

1 1  Hours 

2004 

January  18 

New  Concepts  in  Dry  Eye  Treatment 

Funding  for  this  program  in  part  by  Odyssey  Medical 
All  sessions  to  be  held  at  424  Beacon  Sreet 

7  Hours 

February  7  &  8 

Diabetes  and  Tele-Optometry 

Saturday  afternoon  at  the  Joslin  Diabetes  Center  (dates  TBD) 
All  day  Sunday  at  The  College,  424  Beacon  Street  {dates  TBD) 

1 1  Hours 

March  6 

Geriatric  Vision  Rehabilitation  (Part  1) 

24  Hours 

April  4 

Geriatric  Vision  Rehabilitation  (Part  2) 

24  Hours 

October  3 

Geriatric  Vision  Rehabilitation  (Part  3) 

All  sessions  to  be  held  at  1255  Boylston  Street 

24  Hours 

2005 

January  16 

Geriatric  Vision  Rehabilitation  (Part  4) 

All  sessions  to  be  held  at  1255  Boylston  Street 

24  Hours 

Please  contact  Gary  Moss,  O.D..  MBS,  for  additional  program  details  at  61 7/236-6262  for  registration  information. 
The  Center  for  Graduate  Optometric  Education  reserves  the  right  to  change  or  cancel  programs. 

Optometrists  Create  New  Retina  Society 

A    group  of  optometrists  with  a  special  interest  in  the  posterior  segment  has  recently  created 
the  Optometric  Retina  Society  (ORS)  and  is  inviting  all  optometrists  to  participate  in 
the  first  educational  conference  to  be  held  in  Boston  in  April,  2004. 

The  Optometric  Retina  Society  has  been  established  to  further  the  knowledge  of  the  retina 
and  retinal  disease  within  the  optometric  profession.  The  group  hopes  to  provide  the  leadership  and 
support  necessary  for  the  advancement  of  retina  as  a  primary  care  and  a  specialty  care  entity  within 
optometry.  ORS  is  exploring  various  methods  with  which  to  deliver  these  educational  programs. 

Founding  members  of  the  ORS  include:  Rex  Ballinger,  O.D.;  Anthony  Cavallerano,  O.D.; 
Jerry  Cavallerano,  O.D.;  Mark  Dunbar,  O.D.;  Matthew  Garston,  O.D.;  Andrew  Gurwood, 
O.D.;  William  Jones,  O.D.;  Maynard  Pohl,  O.D.;  Leo  Semes,  O.D.;  Jerry  Sherman,  O.D.; 
and  Joe  Sowka,  O.D. 

ORS  has  set  goals  for  the  newly  formed  organization.  They  include  organizing  and  producing 
an  annual  meeting;  developing  a  fellowship  between  optometrists  who  have  a  high  level  of  interest 
in  the  retina  or  retinal  diseases;  developing  an  educational  symposium  on  the  retina;  and  promoting 
research  in  the  retina,  its  disorders  and  their  treatments. 

The  first  ORS  Annual  meeting  will  be  held  on  April  16-18  at  the  Hyatt  Harborside  Hotel  in 
Boston,  MA.  The  education  offered  at  this  first  meeting  will  focus  on  "Common  Macula  Problems 
for  the  Primary  Care  Optometrist."  The  program  will  include  13  hours  of  COPE  approved  continu- 
ing education  credit. 

To  obtain  a  copy  of  the  program  for  the  ORS  Annual  meeting  and  to  get  further  details 
concerning  membership  in  ORS,  call  888-239-4518  toll  free. 
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